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Congregation Emanu-El Nominating Committee Report 2018-2019 
 

  
Following the recommendation of the Nominating Committee and pursuant to the Temple Bylaws, the 
Board of Directors presents the following slate of nominees for election to the Board of Directors by 
members of the Congregation: 
 

To first three-year term: To second three-year term:  

 Nersi Boussina   Stuart Corvin  
 Lisa Stern  Jill Einstein  
 Gunda Trepp  Rita Semel  
 Noah Wintroub  Joel Roos  

 
INTRODUCING NOMINEES FOR THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
Nersi Boussina 
First Term _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Nersi Boussina moved to San Francisco with his parents and siblings 
from Iran in 1979 and has been part of the Emanu-El Community since 
childhood.  Nersi attended public schools in San Francisco.  A graduate 
of San Francisco State University, Nersi earned a Bachelor of Science 
in Finance and continues to maintain strong ties with the University. In 
his earlier and formative years, Nersi was a San Francisco Recreation 
and Parks Director and Little League coach. He began his financial 
career in 1993 at Prudential Securities, and joined Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management in 1995 where he currently holds the title of 
Executive Director, Wealth Advisor.  
 
Outside of the office, Nersi resides in San Francisco with his wife 
Eileen. They have been married since 2003 and have 3 children - 

Michael, Brandon and Ashley. Nersi and Eileen have been active leaders in their Front Porch Group at 
Congregation Emanu-El. Brandon was a former preschool student at Congregation Emanu-El, and 
Ashley is a current preschool student. Devoted to nurturing the development of his kids (which includes 
raising a child with special needs), Nersi enjoys supporting their therapeutic and recreational swim 
activities as wells as Little League baseball games. He also enjoys traveling, sports and sharing life’s 
joys with family and friends both near and far. 
  
Nersi is passionate about charitable giving, he donates both time and resources to a variety of causes, 
namely Support for Families of Children with Disabilities, AIPAC, Jewish Learning Works, Chabad and 
Hadassah. Eileen has held Board positions both at Support for Families and Hadassah and Nersi has 
always been behind the scenes of the good work of all these organizations. Nersi’s energy, compassion, 
and generosity were recently honored by the organization Support for Families of Children with 
Disabilities when he was awarded the 2017 Bill Lewandowski Memorial Award. 
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Lisa Stern  
First Term _________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lisa Stern and her spouse, Becca Wolff, have been members of 
Congregation Emanu-El since they moved to San Francisco in 2013. 
Lisa and Becca participated in Emanu-El’s Chuppah and Beyond and 
Front Porch programs. Lisa was also a founding member of Eimatai 
and has helped to sustain the program into its second year. Lisa grew 
up in Albany, New York, where she attended a pluralistic Jewish day 
school. Her previous Jewish community involvements include 
teaching religious school and leading prayer services. 
 
Professionally, Lisa is a clinician-researcher in reproductive health. 
She works clinically at Planned Parenthood, where she previously 
served as Vice President of Medical Services (Planned Parenthood 

Northern California) and Associate Director of Research (Planned Parenthood Federation of America). 
Lisa’s consulting practice focuses on building clinical leadership and communications skills and 
increasing the patient-centeredness of research and care. She also teaches nursing and medical students 
at the University of California, San Francisco, where she received a Master’s Degree in the History of 
Health Sciences. Lisa is a graduate of Harvard College and the Yale School of Nursing. She was 
selected for the Rockwood Leadership Institute’s 2018 Reproductive Health, Rights, and Justice 
Fellowship. 
 
In 2016, Lisa and Becca founded SCOTUS Theater along with other friends and colleagues. SCOTUS 
Theater brings audiences together to hear and consider U.S. Supreme Court cases, with expert 
commentary. Lisa has previously served on the boards of the Sea Change Program, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to ending reproductive stigma, and Domestic Violence Services of Greater New 
Haven (Connecticut). Her passions include urban walks, biking, travel, and cooking. 
 
 
Gunda Trepp 
First Term _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Gunda Trepp is a trained attorney and journalist.  As an attorney, her 
specialization was business law, which she practiced in Germany. As a 
journalist, she has written for major German publications and broadcast 
on a variety of topics including economics, politics, cultural affairs and, 
most personally, issues facing the Jewish world. Gunda is the author and 
editor of five non-fiction books. She is currently working on an essay 
about today’s role of Jews in Germany and on two new books. Her latest 
one, the biography of her late husband, Rabbi Leo Treppz’l, will be 
published in October. Gunda has lectured on the consequences of the 
Shoah and the rise of new anti-Semitism as well as about Jewish ethics 
and culture. She is convinced that young Jews need to get a solid Jewish 
education in order to create self-confidence and a strong Jewish identity 
as well as to enable them to counter the threat of anti-Semitism and 
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hatred against their people and the land of Israel with moral values that are conveyed by their own 
religion and culture. 
  
Gunda has been a passionate environmentalist since a young age and has been active on several 
committees dealing with these topics. She is the co-founder of the first Environmental Center in her 
home county that is still running profitably. She enjoys reading biographies and political books. Her free 
time joys are to learn Torah, to walk and talk, to cook, and to listen to Mahler, the Beatles and many 
other great musicians. 
 

Noah Wintroub 
First Term _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Noah Wintroub joined Temple Emanu -El in 1999 upon moving to 
San Francisco from his native Chicago.  He and his family have 
been members since. Noah and his wife Carey were married at 
Emanu-El, sent their daughters to TEEP, send their children to 
Sunday school and are actively involved in synagogue life.  
Noah joined the former Hambrecht & Quist (now J.P. Morgan) in 
1999. Noah was a founder of J.P. Morgan's Internet and Digital 
Media ("IDM") group and helped build it into the world's leading 
franchise globally. Today, Noah is a Vice Chairman of J.P. Morgan 
responsible for helping J.P. Morgan and its clients navigate and 
succeed in a period of massive disruption and innovation fueled by 
technology and creativity.  

 
Noah graduated Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude from Colgate University with a B.A. in History and 
a minor in Religion. An avid traveler, Noah studied abroad in Russia and Israel and has visited over 30 
countries.  
 
Noah and his wife Carey live with their three daughters in San Francisco. In his free time, Noah serves 
on the board of CoachArt and the advisory board of Yad Hanadiv. He enjoys running, coffee, wine, the 
Chicago Cubs and spending time with his family. 
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Stuart Corvin 
Second Term _________________________________________________________________  

 
Stuart Corvin’s lifelong affiliation with Temple Emanu-El 
began as a child and continued through Bar Mitzvah, 
Confirmation and his son Jack becoming a Bar Mitzvah in 
2010, representing the family’s fourth generation at Temple.  
 
Following graduation from UC Davis, Stuart joined his father 
in the family business, Cal Steam, ultimately serving 18 years 
as President/CEO and contributed his expertise as President of 
the Western Suppliers Association.  
 
In 2010, Stuart launched a Joint Venture with Dominican 

University to create a business accelerator, Venture Greenhouse, advising startups committed to socially 
responsible and sustainable business practices.  Currently, Stuart is a Principal of Bigelow Group, a 
commercial real estate company.  Additionally, he serves as a Board Member for Spiral Water, an 
innovator in water filtration technology and Stulsaft Foundation, supporting services for youth in the 
Bay Area. 
 
Stuart enjoys biking, golf and water sports and lives in Mill Valley with his son Jack and partner 
Marissa.  
 
 
Jill Einstein 
Second Term _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Jill Einstein and her husband, Peter Yolles, both Bay Area natives, 
have been members of Congregation Emanu-El since 2007. They 
reside in Marin with their two high school age children who 
participate in The Emanu-El Fellowship (TEF) program for high 
schoolers. Their extended mishpacha of the Einstein, Waldman, 
Yolles, and Brown families are also members of Congregation 
Emanu-El. 
 
Jill is a graduate of Stanford University and the Medical College of 
Wisconsin. She completed her internal medicine residency at 
California Pacific Medical Center where she ran her internal 
medicine practice until shifting her focus to projects that draw on 
her medical background, while leveraging her organizational and 

community-building skills. 
 
Jill is a past president of the Mount Zion Health Fund where she served as a board 
member for nine years and in addition, past president of the Belvedere Community Foundation, serving 
on the board for eight years, and a 2010 graduate of the Wexner Heritage Program. 
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She currently serves as the Director of Physician Engagement for The MAVEN Project, a non-profit 
telehealth community connecting physician volunteers with clinics caring for underserved patients 
across the U.S. 
 
Joel Roos 
Second Term _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Joel I. Roos was born and raised in Honesdale, Pennsylvania a small 
community near Scranton. Joel moved from Boston to San Francisco in 
September of 1989. He has a daughter Hannah who lives and works in San 
Francisco.  Joel, his wife Laurie and son Will (18), reside in Bernal 
Heights. Will attends Lick Wilmerding High School.  
 
Joel is a graduate of Hampshire College in Amherst, Massachusetts with a 
BA in Architectural History. He is Partner with Pacific Union 
Development Company and oversees the company’s development projects.  
He has served on several nonprofit boards. Joel was a founding board 
member of the San Francisco Friends School and has served as the 

Secretary and Trustee of the San Francisco Jewish Home for the Aged. He serves on the Jewish 
Federation’s Capital Planning Committee and the Congregation Emanu-El Building Committee. He is a 
member of Lambda Alpha International and the San Francisco Planning & Urban Research Association 
(SPUR). 
 
Rita Semel 
Second Term___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Rita R. Semel and her late husband, Max, joined Congregation 
Emanu-El in 1951. Both daughters attended the religious school. 
 
Rita served on the first adult education committee which was 
organized by Rabbi Alvin Fine. 
 
Her husband was president of the men's club at one time. 
 
Rita is Executive Director Emeritus of the Jewish Community 
Relations Council. She is a co-founder and past chair of the San 
Francisco Interfaith Council and the Interfaith Center at the Presidio. 
She currently serves on the Boards of each of the following 
organizations: Clinic by the Bay, In Home Health Services Public 

Authority, Human Services Commission and Grace Cathedral. 
 
Past Board service includes United Way, Catholic Charities, Jewish Family Services, The Mayor's 
Homeless Board, Family Service Agency and Family Service of America. 
 
She is the recipient of the Jewish Chapman Award from the Jewish Community Federation, the Hannah 
Solomon Award from the National Council of Jewish Women, the community service award from 
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Episcopal Community Services, the Faith in Action Award from Catholic Charities, the leadership 
award from the San Francisco Foundation and the Women's Human Rights Award from the Friends of 
the Commission on the Status of Women. 
 
She received her B.A. from Barnard College and an honorary Ph.D. from the University of San 
Francisco. 
 


