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Judaism teaches that “action rather than creed” is the “means by Kate O’Brien, Jewish Family & Children’s Services

which we strive to achieve universal justice and peace.” It is a con- _ I};;fthsp‘:lfa‘;l, tor Life Prod

cept based upon mitzvos, duties which counsel the “joy of doing " Mlch Ak (;s;ls or Hmjf'ﬂ Gall

something for the sake of others and for the sake of God...” So ofammad Hourian, Hotrian Laatery

sweet is the pleasure of performing one mitzwab, that we naturally A very speciai note of nppreciasion sa:

wish to do more, thus benefiting the world around us as well as Julia Bazar, Kim Klausner and the staff of the Western Jewish History Center, Magnes Mu-
ourselves. Since its inception, Congregation Emanu-El and its memn-

seumn, Berkeley who generously shared the depth of their collections as well as their time, pa-
tience and expertise to help bring this exhibit to fruition; and Fred Rosenbaurn, whose recently

published and exhaustive scudy Visions of Reform: Congregation Ermanu El and the Jews of San
Francisco, 1849-1999, proved an invaluable aid to our research,

bers have sought ways of bringing this Jewish tenet to life. They
did so by creating institutions, programs and organizations that
sustained both temple and temporal existence. We Warshipped Here
celebrates these enduring contributions through artifacts, photo-

graphs, documents, and reminiscences representing 150 years of Special chanks are also due to the staff, congregants and Fine Museum Commitiee members of
Emanu-El’s responsiveness to Jewish and secular well being. Congregation Emanu-El.

We Warchipped Here Cammitiee
Paula B. Freedman, JoAnne Levy, Raymond Marks, 8 Nadine Rushakoff

COVER ILLUSTRATION: Religions Schoof Seder held at Temaple Emann-El Religions Schoo!
(Vi Ness Avenne and Sutter Street), April 1911 (Fine Musewn Archives, Congregation Emanu-EL)
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Service Fund Board, comprises individuals from wichin and outside the Congregation. Con-
gregation Emanu-El has been awarding grant money to community projects since 1987, and
the Fund is 2 narural evolution of rthar process.

“BEACON OF LIGHT” AWARDS

From 1994-1996, the Emanu-El Communiry Service Fund Beard presented “ Beacon of Light”
Awards to honor individuals who have committed themselves 1o the search for successful solu-
tions to a social problem of concern to the greater San Prancisco Bay Arca community. The
ideals and actions which the “Beacon of Light” Awards recognize include the fellowing criceria:
service to the less fortunace in the San Francisco Bay Area community; creative approaches to
improving the self-sufficiency of others; and personal commitment to the spiri of the follow-
ing biblical invocation: b lift up the fallen, to set free the captive, o beaf the sick, to bring light ro
afl who dwell in darknes.

Havuran

A Havurabis a group of people who gather in cach other’s homes to form community, celebrate
holidays and learn more abouc Jewish subjects that intetest them. The word bavsensh is derived
from the Hebrew baeer, “friend.” Families that participate in bavuroz form bonds that last a
lifetime. Recognizing that joining the Congregation is just the first step to Jong-term involve-
menr, funds were sought and granted from the Zellerbach Family fund, the Helltnan Family
Fund, and the Milton and Sophie Meyer Fund re initiate a Hawureh Program within the Con-
gregation. The goal of the Emanu-El Hapwrah Program isto strengthen relacionships within the
Jewish community, to welcome emigrés and other newcomets into the Congregation, and to
enhance participants’ sense of belonging to the cammuniry. The Havurah Program enabies our
members to connecr their spiritual home in che Congregation to their own homes wheze they
can study, observe and celebrate Judaism among friends and family.
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CONGREGATION EMANU-EL AND COMMUNITY LIFE

o tbon shalt not harden thy keart, nor shut thy hand from thy needy brother. —Deuteronomy

Among the multitudes who followed the Gold Rush dream to California were Jews
from the United States and Europe, Jews who not only sought the promise of fresh
economic prospects, but—especially for those departing Europe—a release from
sanctioned bigotry and eppression. San Francisco offered relative tolerance; its Jews
reciprocnted with everything from social action to religious, rnedica.l, cultural, and
charitable services. In the forefront of this philanthropic response were Temple
Emanu-El and its members who, individually and as a congregation, helped 1o cre-
ate a wide range of significant Bay Area institutions. In the vanguard of social action
were such organizations as the Eureka Benevolent Society and the Emanu-El Sister-
hood for Personal Service. Medical needs were attended to by the Emanu-El Sister-
hood Polyclinic and Mount Zion Hospital, Emanu-Ef’s presence was felt in cultural
Chcles as WCH, witl\ mBmI)CI'S Playing Sigﬂiﬁcﬂ.ﬂt EORCS iﬂ th.e Creatiﬂﬂ Of Sl:l.ch arts
and recreational organizations as the San Francisco Symphony and Stern Grove.
Nor were civic affairs neglected: among those prominent in San Francisco’s early
governmental and judicial realms was Abraham Labatt, Emanu-Els first president
and one of San Francisco's eatliest Aldermen. Fortunately, the spirit which guided
Emanu-El's early members remains with us today, in the institutions that they founded
and in the dedication to service which today’s congregation continues to uphold,

AvcustT HELEING, THE EUREKA BENEVOLENT SOCIETY
AND Tonay’s JEwise Famiry & CHILDREN’S SERVICES

His work was thar of a philanthropist, whose personal
devation is the seal of bis convictions. :
—Rabbi Jacob Voorsanger, Eulogy for Augnst Helbing

Augnst Helbing, the Bavarian immigrant and early Emanu-
El member who came o San Francisco during the Gold
Rush, once said: “There is 2 warm thrill in one’s hears at
the thought of other lives made easier.” San Francisco was
still very much a frontier town when Helbing arrived in
1850, a place where life was often difficult, dan gerous and
lonely-—a place where many lives were in need of being
“made easier.” Helbing wrore: “It became apparent o me
that concerted action should be had in order 1o take more
efficient care of the Israelites landing here, broken in health
or destitute of means,” To address the urgency for mutual
aid, rwenry-six year old Helbing, along wirh thirteen other
young Jewish *49ers, banded together to create whar would
become one of San Francisco's earliest and most enduring

Auguse Helbing, ca. 1890,
(Fine Musewnn Archives,
Congregution Emanu-El)

3 THE CONGREGATIOM EMANU-EL



ELIZABETH 5.& ALVIN | FINE MUSEUM

ELIZABETH 5.& ALVIN I FINE MUSEUM

philanthropic organizations: che Eureka Benevolent
Society. Their dedicarion was so sincere that chey even
took to rowing out to newly arrived ships in order to
convey ill Jewish passengers back to shore for carein
people’s homes. Immigrants who did net survive were
accorded the mirzeah of a Jewish burial.

As San Francisco setrled and grow, the Eureka Be-
nevolent Sociery cxpanded gready. When Helbing—
who served asits president five tirnes—died in 1896,
the Sociery comprised 1,000 members and dispensed
$200,000 annually to those in need. It also laid the
foundation for other institutions, among them
Temple Emanu Els original Home of Peace Cem-
etery, buil in 1860 on what is now Dolores Pack.
Born at a time when nearly all San Franciscans ware
from “somewhere else,” the Eureka Benevolent Soci-
ety never failed to respond to the city’s subsequent
waves of immigration. Between 1896 and 1905, ix |
helped to sextle 6,000 Russian Jews fleeing the perse- ] .
curion of pogroms; in the Nineteen-teens, it was Jews New emigrés, Jewish Family

departing the chaos of WW1 and the Russian Reve-

& Children’s Services.
lution; and in the 1930s, those fortunate enough to (Conrtesy of fawish Family
escape the pending Nazi Holocaust as well as San & Children'’s Services)

Francisco Jews suffering the effecrs of the Depres-

sion. In 1935 che Eureka Benevolent Seciety became Jewish Family Services which, in 1971,
changed its name 1o Jewish Family and Children’s Services,

With its multiplicicy of social services, today’s Jewish Family 8 Children's Services stands as a
true successor to the Eurela Benevolent Sociery. In 1943 Jewish Family Services established the
San Francisco Utility Workshop 1o provide work opportunities and a social and recreztional
outlet for elderly, disabled and difficulc-to-employ refugees. In this sheltered workshop, clients
folded, sorted and addressed mail, and made simple arricles. In 197% the Sovier exodus began,
and JECS responded with 2 model for refugee resetrlement thar helped 40,000 Jews creace new
lives in America. From August Helbing and the other Emanu-El pioneer families through their
descendants and many of our current members, the wradition of mitzvet, doing deeds of loving
kindness, endures ar Jewish Family and Children's Services.

THE Paciric HEBREW ORPHAN Asvium & Home SOCIETY

The Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum and Home Society was established in 1872 at the urging
of Congregation Emanu-El and the B’nai B'rith Grand Lodge Ne. 4. Instrumental in its cre-
ation were Emanu-El members and B'nai B'rith leaders Jacob Greenebaum and Seixas Solomens,
as well as Rabbi Elkan Cohn, who chaired the commictee’s firsc exploratory meeting on March
28, 1871, Emanu-El members also served on the Society's early boards, among them were Isaae
Wormser, Lipman Sachs, Jacob Greenebaum, Joseph Brandenstein, Isaac E Bloch (2 founder of
Congregation Emanu-El), Henry Greenberg, William Steinhart, Sclomon Sweer, Samuel Wolf
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Hasitar FOR HUMANITY

Our congregants and clergy have participated in Habitar for Humanity's low-income building
projects throughour the year. [t is the first project that fills up during Mitzvah Day each year.
This is Temple Emanu-El's third year wotking with Habitat for Humanicy, Approximarcly
fifteen volunteers worked Jast year.

SUKKOT-IN-APRIL

This is our fourch year working with Sukkot-in-April. This program is the Jewish community’s
response to Christmas in April and occurs once a year ar the end of April. Last year Temple
Etranu-El volunteers worked 10 help repair and reconstruct a homeless shelter for families in
the Tenderloin. This year, with cwenty-five volunteers, we will be working on a projectin San
Francisco wich Congregation Or Shatom,

Mrrzvad Corrs & Mitzvad Day/MoNTH

The Seventh Grade curricutum of the Congregarion is based on 2 social action program that
brings studencs into the communiry for monthly projects that include: che PE'AH Garden,
political rallies, Walk for the Blind, San Francisco Food Bank, Lictle Brothers-Friends of the
Elderly, hospital visits, visits to our homebound elderly, homeless shelter dinners, and much
more. Each year in the Fall, Temple Emanu-El sponsars community service aceivities either as a
day- or a month-long series of projects.

AIDS Wark

Each summer the Congregation sponsors a ream of families who parcicipate in this 10k walk to
raise money for AIDS research and treatment,

RAce For THE CURE

Each Fall, the Congregation sponsors a team which participates in chis 10k wall/run to raige
money for Breast Cancer Research and Treatment. .

BrLoop Drave

Twice each year Ternple Emanu-El holds a Blood Drive with the Blood Centers for the Pacific.
One is on Mitzvah Day, the other is in che Spring,

Hicu Hory Day Foop Drives

The High Holy Day food drives to benefit homeless and hungry people are coordinated each
year with the San Francisce Foed Bank. Cengregation members have donated more than 35,000
pounds of food during these drives aver the pacr three years.

Emanu-EL CoMMUNITY SERVICE FUND

in 1992, Congregarion Emanu-El established the Emanu-El Community Service Fund as an
independent nonprofit corporation thar affers financial support to communiry-based organiza-
tions that help needy and disadvanraged people in the Bay Area. Many of the funded projects
are partnership programs in the broader communiry. The allocating body, the Community
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Back oN TRack

This tutoring program with the Third Baptist Church has been going strong for owelve years. It
pairs veluneers with school-aged children in need of tutering assistance, Back on Track cur-
rently serves over 200 students. Congregation Emanu-El supports them with both volunteer
hours and grant money.

CoNGREGATION EMaNU-EL PE’AH PrOJECT

A sizable section of Cangregation Emanu-El's Home of Peace Cemetery is now devoted to
helping the living as well as honoring the dead. In the past, excess land and the cemerery's
greenhouses were used solely to cultivate flowers. Although the cemetery continues to grow
flowers for its own use, most of its unused land is now dedicared 1o the PE'AH Garden (PE'AH
is the commandment to leave the corners of your fields for the poor). Mow in its seventh year,
the PE’AH garden produces organic vegetables for the San Francisco Faod Bank. Volunteers
from the Congregation work March through November on Sundays tending to and harvesiing
from the garden.

LitTLE BROTHERS-FRIENDS OF THE ELDERLY

Each year Temple Emanu-Els Mitzvah Corps program works with Little Brothers to visit
homebound elderly around the city. Qur seventh-and eighth-graders create gifis and cards o
deliver during rhese visits. In addition, cach Thanksgiving and Christmas, volunteers work at
the Temple 1o put togecher meals and gifts for delivery to the over 700 elderly clients whorm this
agency serves atound San Prancisco.

San Francisco Foob Bank

The San Francisco Food Back is bath™a partner agency and a recipient of Temple Emanu-El
community secvice work. The PE'AH Garden provides produce for the Food Bank. Over the
last seven years, Temple Emanu-El collected more than 100,000 pounds of foed ducing its
annual congregational food drive, Italso provides ongoing voluneer support during the year to
help organize and diswribute the food.

San Francisco INTERRAITH COUNCIL WINTER SHELTER PROGRAM
Temple Emanu-El has participated for three years in this program which opens congregations
during the winter months to house and feed homeless men in the ciry. The first year the Sister-
hood served dinners for two nights. This past year (Winter 1999) more than 100 volunteers
cooked and served seven nighes of dinners during Mitzvah Month in November.

Jewisa Famiy anp CHILDREN’S SERVICES: TENDERLOIN OUTREACH

PrROGRAM

The Tenderloin Outreach program serves 2 monthly Shabbar meal combined with a service to
the elderly Jews living in the Tenderloin. Our volunteers, approximately five to ten each month,
help to serve food and meec and gree: the Seniors. We provided owe Shabbar programs this year
{as we have in past years) and are requested to provide food and velunteers for ar least two
Shabbat holiday programs next year.
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Levy, and E. Wertheimer. Leaders
of the orphanage were equally con-
cerned with the welfaze of the Jew-
ish elderly, and the Asylum’s inital
plans—indeed its By-Laws—in-
cluded Facilities for the aged as well.
The twa orpanizations soon divided,
however, and the Hebrew Home for
the Aped Disabled, formed in the
carly 18705, opened its doors in
1889. Although both the Asylum
and the Hote continued to main-
tain separate faciliries, the manage-
menr of the two institutions merged
in 1900.

“The Library,” Pacific Hebrew Orphar Asylum
(Divisaders Street), 1019, (Courtesy of

Jewish Family ¢ Children's Services)
Seven children were raleen under the

Asylum’s early wings, but because no permanent home had yet been constructéd, they were sent
to live with families in the community. A temporary house on Mason Street was soon found
while plans proceeded on a Divisadero Stureet property. Dedicated in 1876, the Divisadero
home, complete with gardens and 2 play area, welecomed forty—ﬁvé children onco its inicial
register. Another Congregation Emanu-El member, Samuel Wolf Levy, served as the Asylurn's
president for forty years. Levy's dedication to the welfare of children is further evidenced by his
deep commitment ro the Kindergarten Movement and the numerous kindergarrens he helped
to establish on the West Coast.

HoMEwOOD TERRACE

By the Nineteen-teens, it was apparent that mere modern and accommeodaring facilicies were
needed for the growing number of Asylum residents. In 1921 the Pacific Hebrew Orphan
Asylum welcomed 125 residents, ages six to eighteen, to its impressive new home on Sloat
Boulevard and Faxon Street. Both the home and the organization were re-named Homewood
Terrace. Ir was a splendid, progressive campus built en thirceen acres incorporaring nine cotiage
homes, a playground, commissary, synagogue, gymnasium, and hospital. Homewood Terrace’s
cottage-type childeare campus was the first of its kind in the United Stares. Present at the
dedicatory ceremonies in June 1921 were the Mayor of San Francisco, Mrs. M.C. Sloss, Mortimer
Fleishhacker, Mrs, [N, Walter, Max ]. Brandenstein, A.L. Lengfeld, Henry Sinsheimer, and
Louis Levy, Rabbi Martin A. Meyer dedicated the Schwitzer staircase leading from the play-
ground to the main cermace.

Homewood Terrace served additional needs both during and after World War 11 by providing a
refuge for children escaping the Holocaust. By 1965 however, diminishing demands led 1o the
closure of this large camnpus, and the children were sent to seven separate homes purchased in
the Richmond Diswrict. In 1977 Homewood Terrace and Jewish Family & Children’s Services
merged, but by 1984 it was clear thac changing atdtudes towards the care of orphans, coupled
with grearly reduced numbers of Jewish children in need of this service, made continuarion of
such homes unnecessary, and the JF&CS board voted to close them.
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THE BUREAU OF JEWISH EDUCATION AND ITS FORERUNNER,
THE JewisH EpucaTioNaL SoCIETY

The Guardian of Our Childrer's Right to a Jewish Education

In 1897 the B'nai B'rith, which had supported the Free Religious School in San Francisco for
five years, withdrew its support. In response, Rabbi Jacoh Voorsanger of Congregation Emanu-
El, Rabbi Jaceb Nieto of Congregation Sherith Israel and Rabbi M. S. Levy of Congregarion
Beth Isracl in conjunction with State Assemblyman Julius Kahn and Emanu-El President and
Vice-presidr:nt. Raphzel Peixotte and Jacob Greenebaum, organizcd the Jewish Educarional
Sociery. The aim was to “continue the Golden Chain” of free Jewish education by establishing
and maintaining a free school for teaching Jewish history, religion and literature to the children
of those who could not of did not belong to a congregation. The Jewish Community School
System first held classes in the B'nai B'rith building on Eddy Street and the Emanu-El Sister-
haod building on Folsom Street in San Francisco. In 1908 the Jewish Educational Society
becarne an agency of the Federation of Jewish Charities and a new school was opened on La-
guna Street. Since adequare firnding was always a problem, the Sociery was reorganized in 1923
and the Federation instituted a fund-raising and membership campaign with Congressman
Julius Kahn as honorary chairman. In 1949 the building in the McAllister-Fillmore neighbor-
hood was sold and the Sodiety moved to 639 Fourteenth Avenue. In 1958 the name was offi-
cially changed to the Burcau of Jewish Education of San Francisco, Marin Councy and the
Peninsula and a site ar Fourteenth Avenue was purchased. The primary role of today’s Bureau of
Jewish Education is the training of religious school teachers as well as coordination and funding

of such community endeavors as the High School Havurah and the Summer in Tsrael Youch
Prageam.

Tue EManu-EL KINDERGARTEN & SETTLEMENT HOUSE

Love ye then the stranger; for you bave been strangess in the land of Egypt. —Deuteronomy

San Francisco’s San Bruno Avenue neighborhood, alsa known as “our the Road,” wes ocated in
the southeastern part of the City, adjacent to Bayshore Boulevard. After the 1906 earthquake
and fire destrayed the South of Market atea which had besn home ro many of San Francisco’s
Jewish immigrants, newly arrived Eastern European Jews began moving to “the Road.” The
indisputable nexus of both Jewish and non-Jewish activiry in this San Bruna Avenue neighbos-
hood was the Emanu-El Kindergarten and Setdement House, more popularly known as the
“Clubhouse” or the “Esther Hellman Sertlement House.” Founded in 1918 by the San Fran-
cisco Section of the National Council of Jewish Women, most of its financial support came
from members of Temple Emanu-El. Temple Emanu-El also operated its religious school. Grace
B, Wiener, Sectlement House director, social worker and teacher, was the daughter of Emanu-
El's sexcon, She also waught ar the Temple Emanu-E} Religious School on Sutcer Streer, The
“Clubhouse” soon came to playa much appreciated role in the lives of the Jews of “the Road.”

During the 1920s the “Clubhouse” played host to everything from concerts and dances ro
confirmations, weddings and nearly every other rype of social evenr arcanded by “the Road’s”

THE CONGREGATION EMANU-EL 6

created Museum Committee’s first chairperson. Handsome bronze-framed display cases were
installed, first in the foyer of che Main Sanctuary, then in the Reuben R. Rinder Chapel corn-
dor. Most recently, 2 suice of specially designed cases was builtin the Martin A, Meyer Recep-
tiots Room as well, greatdly augmenting the Museum’s exhibition potential. The Temple Mu-
seurn of Congregation Emanu-Elwas dedicared ata special service on June 13, 1957, Elizabeth
S. Fine, the Rahbi’s wife, took a special interest in the mustum and, in 1974, Rabbi Fine and his
children escablished the Elizabeth §. Fine Memorial Arc Fund in her memoery. In 1981 the
Temple Museum was formally named The Elizabeth S. Fine Museum and in Macch 1999, soen
after the death of Rabbi Fine, was officiatly renamed the Elizabeth 5. and Alvin I. Eine Museumn -
of the Congregarion Emanu-El.

The Fine Museum comptises archival materials (including Congregational records, carrespon-
dence, sermons, photographs, and ephemera) and Judaica which, when net on display, are
housed in the Bess G, Aleman Museur and Archives Room. The judaica eollection ineludes
hundreds of rare and beauriful artfacts—everything from rapesiries, torah omaments and house-
hold ritual objects to paintings, works on paper and books (including Bibles), Many are dona-
tions from families descended from the Temple's founding members, congregants and friends
of Emanu-El Together, the Archives and Judaica bear eloquent witness to the contnuity of
Jewish tradition as well as Congregation Emanu-Els vibrant 150-year history.

Tue TEMPLE EMANU-EL PrESCHOOL 8 Earry EpucationN PrOGRAMS

The Temple Emanu-E! Preschoe! provides a safe, nurturing and stpportive environmene thar
premotes the physical, social, emotional, and cognitive growth of young children while re-
sponding co the needs of famnilies, The
Preschool curticalum emphasizes learn-
ing as an interactive process where chil-
dren are given the opportunity to ex-
plore, question and practice in order to
discover the world around them. The
program maineains an excellent child o
staff rario with a professional, compe- |
tentand caring staff. The developimen-
tally appropriate curriculum includes:
creative arts, dramaric play, large and &
smzll morer acrivities, music, :
storytelling, cooking, ourdoor play, Jew- ; : £

ish values, rradirions, and holiday cel- Congregation Emaru-El Pre-Scheol acrivities, 1999,
ebrations. The Preschool, acknowledged (Fine Museum Arclives, Congregation Emanu-El)
as one of the best in San Francisco, has

124 children enrolled. In 1997, it ex-

panded by adding a class For owo-year-olds. It is accredited by che National Association for the
Education of Young Children. In additon to the Preschaol, Temple Emanu-El alsa offers the
following programs for teddlers and their parents: Building Blocks, Stepping Up, a Pre-Kinder-
parten, and a Summer Program.

A
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Walk. And there are always collection barrels cutside for donations to the San Fran-
cisco Food Bank. Congregation Emanu-El provided over 35,000 pounds of food in
the past three years from its High Holy Day Foed Diives alone. In addition vo the
projects high_lighted in this exhibition, there are several with which the Congrega-
tion is affiliated through the support of our clergy or various constituent groups
within the congregation. It is through on-going programs such as these that Temple
Emanu-El secks to heal, fulfill and sustain the physical and the spiritual well-being

of all its communities.

EManu-ELDERS

Emanu-Elders was established in December 1980 for members of Congregarion Emanu-El,
sixty years of age or older, Interested in attending regular monthly programs of special lecrures,
films and musical entersainrnent. The club alsa plans and implements occasional day tips to
popular destinations or unusual atcractions. Another favored activity is che club bridge group,
open to members familiar with the game as well as those who wish to learn. Lessons, from
professional bridge teacher Leon Rudec, arc available at a nominal fee. The firsc president of
Emanu-Elders, Delpha Links, served with a staff of officers composed of Henry Adams as vice-
president and program director, his wife Myrtle Adams as secretary, and Saul Madfes as trea-
surer. Hiram Gover served s the club’s second president and Jeanette Hodes is currently presi-
dent.

THE EManNu-EL CoMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE

The Emanu-El Community Service Commirree was formed in the mid-1980s to enzble
congregants to broaden their Jewish sense of social commitment, The Commitcee established
numerous opportunities for Temple members to act on their Jewish values by creating a more
caring communicy. Projects include contributing funds ro the Temple's AIDS Reliet Fund,
helping San PFrancisee's homeless by supporting Central City Hospitality House and wicoring
students ar Back On Track, a nationally recognized joint venture chat brings together volunteer
tutors from the congregations of San Erancisco’s Third Bapuist Church and Temple Emanu-EL
In 1990, the Evelyn and Walter Haas, J=. Tund made a $500,000 pledge to help leverage 2 $2
million endowment that would channel donations and volunteers into community service pro-
grams sponsored by the Ternple. The goal of the endowment is to enable the Congregation
Emanu-E! community to have an ongoing impact on the social service needs of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Arca and to encourage significant giving and volunteer service in partnership with the
Temple.

THE ELizaBeTH S. & AviN 1. FINE MUSEUM

The Elizabeth S. and Alvin 1. Fine Museum of Congregation Emanu-El integrates Jewish art
and history inta the very heart of the Temple community while simultaneously sharing that art
and histary with the greater community through a regular serfes of exhibitiens—more than
150 shows since its founding in 1950 by Rabbi Alvin 1. Fine. Rabbi Fine viewed the artsas a
fundamenial expression of Jewish spiricualicy and a emple museum as a place in which
congregants could “worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.” In 1950 he formed a commit-
tee to establish an archives and museum. Mrs. John C. (Bess) Altman served as the newly
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residents, The Clubhouse offered an Esther
Heliman Mothers’ Club as weli as a Maimonides
Men's Club. Domestic instruction and Hebrew
fessons were also available. On a more criricat
note, Mount Zion Hospital persennel provided
a baby clinic, Cancor Rinder administered che
Sabbath Scheol and taughs the confirmation
class. Grace B. Wiener and Florence Hellman
Ehrman, Sidney Ehrman’s wife, worked with
Canror Rinder ro insure char “rhe Road’s” young
people received the sarme educational opportu-
nities in liberal Judaism enjoyed by Temple
Emanu-El members. By way of easing assimila-
tion, students also learned American “manners,”
however, it was equally imporrant nor to distupr
or offend the cultural and religicus raditions !
many of these students received ar home, so
kashrut laws were strictly observed.

As vibrant as the Clubhouse was, it could not
survive changing demographics. In the 1930s and

'40s, as rasidents of “the Road” became more af-

San Bruno Avenne Clubbouse,
2574 San Brunc Averne, 1918,
Ruent, they began moving to farger Jewish neigh- [Erom the Western States Jewish History
borhoods such as the Fillmore-McAllister area. Quarterly, January 19797 (Courtesy the

The “Clubhouse” had served its members well,
but the immigrant-oriented needs which had
necessitated its creation were no longer pressing,

Western Jewish History Conter,
Magnes Museum, Berkeley)

Reminiscence of 2 Clubbouse resident:

“I remember going every day after school to take lessons—dancing, sewing, art, cooking, each
costing a nickel ot 2 dime. [ temember Miss Wiener. She was large and wore black and was as
important to me, an eight-year-old, as God."

THE EMaANU-EL SISTERHOOD FOR PERSONAL SERVICE

A bame for many givls with a wmodern mother of the highest type and devoted and inspiving
relatéves, who bring in frem the outside, ideas, variety of suggestions and a constans sympathesic
understanding—such is the home atmosphere of the Emanu-El Sisterhood,

—Dir. Adelaide Brown, California State Board of Health, 1923

Conceived in 1894, the Emanu-Fl Siscerhood for Personzl Service was founded “wo exercige an
educarional, social and humanicarian influence on all those who come within its confines.” It
was a very different San Francisco that greeved the waves of largely Eastern European Jews
arriving in the 1880s and 1890s than thar encountered by their Gold Rush predecessors. No
longer an unsertled frontier ripe with possibilities, i was now more difficulr o find opportuni-
ties in San Francisco’s increasingly circumscribed society. Many immigrant Families required
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 assistance o survive this
transition, making rthe need
for social welfare organiza-
tions as great as it had been
when the Eurcka Benevo-
lent Society emerged in
1850. Rising to the chal-
lenge were Rabbi Jacob
Voorsanger and the women
of Temple Emanu-El who
founded the Emanu-El Sis-
tethood for Personal Ser-
vice. As its first president,
Bella Lilienthal, stated in
the organization's First An-

Exterier, Emanu-El Sisterboad Residence Club, ¢ 1923, {Cusrtesy
the Wostern Jewish History Center, Magnes Musewm, Berbeley) f“dﬁ?o”ﬁ r 1894-1895,
Scarcely  were we

organized...when numer-
ous appeals for aid made the necessity of our existence apparent.” In its first year alone, the
Sisterhood assisted 424 families, and its Employment Department received 304 applications.

Parc of what makes the Sisterhood so Intriguing are contemporary comments indicating thar it
introduced an entirely new form of social welfare to the West Coast. Rather than continue in
the craditionat vein of charitable contributions for the needy, it termed itself a philanthropic
organization whose educational and rechnical training programs provided skills for indepen-
dent economic and social survival. They sustained clients through times of need by dispensing
foed, goods and services, but they never provided money. Sisterhood continued to minister to
these in distress, but it was becoming clear thar future goals centered on educational and pre-
ventive work within a nurturing environment. What they creared in their first independent
building on Golden Gate Avenue in the Fillmore-MeAllister area—a largely immigrant Jewish
neighborhood—was a setilement house designed to help immigrants adapt 1o life in America,
As the organization progressed, however, its primary focus began shifting rowards the needs of
young Jewish working women and would seon acquire the distinetion of becoming the first
and only home for Jewish working girls in San Francisco. Many of the gitls came from the
Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum, from other parws of the state, country or abroad, and from

families simply unable to maintain their daughrers while they aciended school or began work-
ing careers.

Demand for the Club was wemendous, fostering plans for 3 new building as eatly as 1915, bur
economic conditions and World War I forced postponement. Then, in 1921, the Sisterhood
began its transformation from a serddement house to a dedicared residence For San Francisco’s
growing number of young Jewish working women. The time had come 1o construct a building
suitable “for the lonely young girl in the big city, instilling in her the ideals and standards of
clean, fine womanhood.” Julfa Morgan was hired as the architect with Derothy Wertmser as her
associate. The cornerstone for this historic building on the corner of Page and Laguna streecs
was laid on Decernber 18, 1922, and on Sunday, Cerober 21, 1923 it opened. The new *Sister-
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BenjaMIN Harrison Swic & Camp Swic

One of the key elements in the revival of Reform Judaism in Northern California was the
establishment of Camp Saratoga in the Santa Cruz Moun ains. This recreat for young peaple in
Narchern California was a result of the friendship and respect becween Rabbi Alvin L. Fine and
Benjamin Harrison Swig. Rabbi Fine felt there was a need for such a camp and when he shared
his dream with his friend, Ben Swig, Swig suggested che Kathleen Norris estate in the Sanna
Cruz Mountains as the ideal place. Working with the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-
tions {(UAHC), funds were raised. Since 1963, the camp has been known as Camp Swig. In
1996, Camp Swig was joined by Camp Newman in the Santa Rosa area as the UAHTC Camps
For Living Judalsm: Camp Swig and Camp Newman.

Benjamin Harrison Swig was born in Tauton, Massachuserrs in 1893, Successful in Boston
business and real estate, he maved to San Francisco in 1946, Here, his real estate invesumenes
included the Fairmont Horel 25 welk as other develepments. In addition, he became one of San
Francisco’s leading philanthropists, giving generously to Jewish, Catholic and secular canses
including universities, hospirals, youth groups, social service agencies, the United Srates Armed
Fotces organizations, and many Istaeli canses. He was also very active and influential in the
Democratic Parcy. Mz, Swig died in 1980.

THE TrapiTION CONTINUES:
CONGREGATION EMANU-EL Topay

Though shalt open wide thy band unto thy brother, to thy pooy, and to thy needy, in thy land

—-Deuteronomy

Congregational needs have changed since Temple Emanu-El's founding, yet the fun-
damental striving for mitovot has not. In its thixd segment, We Worshipped Here is
proud to showcase an array of programs that keeps the Jewish spirit of Tikkun Olam
{Healing of a Broken World) alive at Emanu-El today. These inclade congregant-
orieated programs like Havurah and the Jewish Knowledge College and commu-
nity-oriented sexrvices such as the Mitzvot Corps, in which Seventh graders from che
Temple’s Religious School engage in social action projects. Other programs include
the Back-on-Track tutoting project and Sukkot in April, the Jewish communirys
response to Christmas in April, where volunteers gather once a yeas to repair and
construct housing for low income residents. Another worthwhile program is the
PE’AH Food Garden at the Cemetery. Started by members of the congregation, the
PE’AH Garden is based on the commandment to leave the corners of our fields for
the poor. Emanu-El’s version tales place in a greenhouse and garden at Home of
Peace Cemetery, where volunteers from the Congregation cultivate and harvest or-
ganic vegetables thae are then donated to the San Francisco Food Bank, Members of
Temple Emanu-El also participate in a twice yearly Blood Drive and the annual Race
for the Cure to raise money for breast cancer research as well as in the anmuzal ATDS

13 THE CONGREGATION EMANU.EL



ELIZABETH 5.& ALVIN | FINE MUSEUM

ELIZABETH 5. & ALVIN | FIME MUSEUM

Tiburon and for his 5:00 a.m. camp hikes, for which he would noc so gently awaken his rroop-
ers by lifting up their heads. Scours were trained in Semaphote Code signaling as well as sign
language.

As 2 strong environmentalist, “Pie” Myer was concerned about chopping down tees for a meric
badgc n Axe Technique {a process now enacted on felled timbet). To replace the downed trees
he suggested thar the Scouts make tree planting a part of their projects. They did, and today a
Memaorial Grove is dedicated w “Pie” Myer at Camp Royaneh. “Pie” was also demanding asa
swimming instructer. He trained his Scouts at Sutro Baths and produced a number of out-
standing aquatic athletes, When the Scouts answered the roll call each Friday night at Scout
meeting, they were expected ro respond “Present in Uniform—Seven Good Turns.” “Pie” in-
stilfed in his Scouts that each day they must not just think abour others bur actually do some-
thing for someone else. This was the basis for forming lifelong patterns. “Pie” interviewed not
only potential members, but their parents as well, and often would join 2 Scout’s family for
dinner on Friday. Temple Emanu-El, as sponser of Troop 17, was most fortunate to have had
“Pie” Myers strong, character building leadership for so great and formative a span of years.

WE ARE SEVENTEENERS

We are Seventeeners,
Scouts who ﬁrgc abead,
We are prepared to do our best,
And boost the Gold and Red.

San Franciscos Area Conncil
Watches us sa been,

And when they see the thread,
Of our garters red,

Then theyll know it} Seventeen.

ArtHUR H. “Die” MYER

To remember Archur H. “Pie” Myer is w remember a re-
markab]e man, Qne WI'“) toucl‘led many liYCS and Provcd a L i e
metivating, positive farce for all wha knew him as Scout- Arthur H. “Pie” Myes, 1960,
master of Congregaton Emanu-El’s Troop 17. “Pie” Myer Photograph by San Francisco
was born in San Francisco November 17, 1886, In 1913, Examiner. (Coursesy of
when Scouting was only three years old and had just arrived Barbara Myer Klein)

in chis country, "Pic" joined the Scouting movement as a

leader, chuslaunching his lifetime avocation. In 1916, while Scoutmascer oFTroop 1 in Bakers-
field, he became che first Eagle Scourin Californiz. In 1931 “Pie” visited the principal of Lowell
High School, Mr. Crofis, and from that meeting Lowell decided it was time to award him a
diploma. So, ar 2ge forry-five, “Pic” Myer graduated from high schoel in the company of the
Senior Scout of Troop 17, a story which appeared in Ripley's Belicve ft o Not. Pie was a chemist
with Standard Qil Company in Richmond where he worked for thirty-seven years. In retire-
ment his wifz said she didn't have to wair long to know what to expect. Insread of 35% of his
time being devored w0 his Scouting, the ante was raised to 75%!
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hood,” as its residents affectionaccly
calied the Residence Club, accomtno-
dated sixty gitls in a spacious, mod-
ern, Fous-story building complete
with everything from a cenral patio,
arcof garden “for sun baths and com-
plete relaxation,” a recreation hail
with stage, and a library lounge, to a
living room, dining room, kiwchen,
and, of course, bedrooms.

The majority of residents were
women in their twenties who worked

in retail sales and attended courses .Sfr:mg Rooms, Emuﬁ—‘?! .-S'f;re:.-b;md Residence Chub, e,
aimed at improving opportunities for 1923, (Courtesy the Wastern Jewish Hittory Center,

career and social advancemenr, bur Magues Museum, Berkelcy)

educarional, vocational and recre-

ational programs designed to help each gisl become “a betrer citizen and a valuable member of
the commusity” continued to be offered. In 1942 the Sisterhood began welcoming nen-Jewish
wornen for che first time. It continued to thrive throughourt the 19505, bus societal and neigh-
borhood changes in the 1960s began to take their toll. Fewer and fewer of the residents were
Jewish, and the Page and Laguna locarion, onee part of a larger Jewish neighborhood, had irself
become less and less s0. As the Residence Club strayed farther from its original purpose it
became clear chat its existence was no longer relevant. In December 1969 the Sisterhocd was
sold to the Zen Center, which continucs 1o operate within its lovely Julia Morgan structure
today.

Emanu-EL Sisteruoor Freg PoryvcLINIC

The mast notable trinmph of philanthropy is to minister to the sick poor:
—Fitst Annoal Report of the Emanu-Fl Sistethood Polyclinic, 1904

Perhaps the most daring and progressive enterprise embarked upen by the Emanu-El Sister-
hood for Personal Service was the creation of a Free Polyclinic o serve the needs of Jewish
immigrants who had neither access to, nor the rasources for, proper health care. Located at 223
Seventh Street, it was situated in the hearc of San Francisco's South of Market neighborhood
where a large proportion of these immigrants lived, Despite opposition from prominent physi-
cians as well as some members of the Sisterhood Board, the Free Polyclinic was incorporated on
January 28, 1903 with Albert Abrams as jts President and Dr. William C. Yoorsanger as its
Medical Director. The Polyclinic awed its existence in large part to Blanche (Mrs. Max)
Schwabacher, whose generous donation in memory of her mather made the purchase of medi-
cal equipment possible, Other contriburors included Mrs. A. Fleishhacker, Mrs. A. Franklin,
and Msrs. Daniel Roch. Those who prophesied a fiasco were soon proved wrong. In its first year,
theee new clinics were added, a course of public lectures on hygiene and disease prevention was
started, an arrangement was made with hogpitals to creat Polyelinic parients ar a reduced rare,
and facilities for treating patients at home improved. Most telling, however, was the fact thaz
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6,356 cases—an average of 24 per day—were treated. The Polyclinic’s deparcments included
Medicine; Surgery; Diseases of the Eye; Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throar; Disaases of
Women; a Genite, Urinary Clinic; Diseases of the Stomach; an Qrthopedic Clinic; Diseases of
the Skin; and a Dencal Surgery Cliaic. In one sense the Polyclinic’s naysayers were correct, but
not as they suspected: the Polyclinic proved too successful. Diemand was high and the dedica-
tion of the clinic’s staff laudarory, but constant financial difficulties soon led co ics incorpora-
tion inte Mr. Zion Hospiral, where the Polyclinic’s former direcror, Dr. William Voorsanger,
became Chief of Medicine.

Cuevra KapusHa, 1888-1919

The wemen of Congregation Emanu-El, participadng in programs designed to help recent
immigranes to San Francisca, recognized the need for a burial society that would assist indigent
women and children unable to afford proper religious burial. Thus, in 1888, Chevra Kadusha
was founded. Tt was included a3 a participant in the Jewish Federation agencies in 1912, and in
November 1919 it entered into negoriations to merge with Sinai Memorial Chapel.

THey Hap a Viston: Tae FounpinGg oF MounT Zion HospiTAL
During che 1850s San Francisco’s City and County Hospirtal, French Haspiral, German Hospi-
tal, and St. Mary’s Hospital were all established. Alchough many of the city's French and Ger-
man Jews served on their boards, there was no “Jewish" hospiral offering the atmosphere, care
and sensitivicy specific to Jewish cultural and religious needs.

A the age of owenty, Frederick Levy Case, an English Jew and one of the founders of Congre-
gation Emanu-El, arrived in San Francisco wherc he prospered in business and became active in
many organizations. In the 1880s chere was grear concern for a new wave of immigrants who
required medical care within a Jewish atmosphere. This reality, coupled with the unforrunate
deach of Mr. and Mrs, Casdle’s son in a “city” hospital, prompted a meering at the Castle’s home
on November 3, 1887 in which forcy-three Jewish citizens began making plans to fulfill this
need. As a result, the Mount Zion Hospiral Association was formed, to be supported by the
Jewish community for the
purpose of aiding theindigent
sick without regard to race or :
creed, Arricles of Incorpora-
rion were adopred on Novern-
ber 5, and by November 7 a |
Board of Directors had elected -
Frederick Castle as the
Association’s first president. A
meeting in che vestry of
Temple Emanu-E! on Decem- |
ber 16, 1888 saw adoption of M
bylaws and a constitution and |
intensified fundraising efforts
t0 buiid a hospital “affording : el

surgical and medical aid, com-  Mn Zion Hospital, 1925, (Courtesy the Wessern fewish History

Center, Magnes Musern, Bevkeley)
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Troop 17 moved into Congregation

practicing,” a habit Emanu-El athletes were determined o emulate. Emanu-El girls were just
as enthusiastic abour athierics as their male counterpares, and in 1915 a Girls’ Achledc Club,
composed of tennis players desirous of engaging in games and tournaments, was esrablished.
By January 1916 the Club had grown o include not only a tennis team and a “goed
basketball ream,” bur an "indoor baseball team that is nov afraid of boys!”

Eventually, boch the girls'and the boys’ teams encompassed basketball, baseball, tennis, and
track. Achletes skillful enough for “firsc teams” were honored with “Block E” sweaters. Children
participated in “monster Block E” rallics, and winning a city-wide championship was the goal
of every team. Rabbi Meyer’s enthusiasm for Jewish youth athletics remained constant chroughout
his tenure, and when the time came for Emanu-El to construct its new Lake Streec temple, i
was his vision that ensured inclugion of a fullscale gymunasium. Althongh many sports were
played ar Emanu-El, basketball was by far the most popular, with various weighi-based teams
providing opporrunities for a range of comgpetitors. It was a fondness thar proved particularly
long-lived. In 1952, Robert Shimoff joined the Temple Emanu-El Rcligious School faculty asa
confirmation class teacher. Soon thereafter he began coaching the Temple's basketball team,
founded rhe Jewish Youth Achletic League and remained active in Emanu-El basketball until
his retirement in 1981, The Ternple House gymnasium continued to serve as the home of
Emanu-El sports unil ics renovation to the present-day Guild Hall in 1989.

Troor 17

At the urging of Rabbi Martin Meyer, Congregation Emanu-El began sponsoring Scouring asa

Sunday $chool activity in 1916. Mr. Bush served as its first Scout Master. Two years later, in
1918, Emanu-Els soon 1o be re-

nowned Troop 17 was officially
formed, In 1922 a substirnre Scour-
master artived from che East Bay |
w fill in for 2 couple of months.
The Scoutmaster was Archur H.
“Pie" Myer who would remain
Troop 17's respected and belaved
Scoutmaster for cthe next forty-two
years. During “Pic’s” cenure, mere
than 300 boys would become Eagle
Scouts, gaining Troop 17 che sobri-
quer the Eagle Machine. When

Emanu-El's newly built Lake Screec

Troop 17 with scowermaster Bernard Wolf
Temple House, provisions were and astistant scorimaster Joel Nelion, 1918, (Reprodscced

made for the Boy Scouts by pro- Jrom The Scroll, fune 1918, Fine Museum Archives,
Congregation Emans-LL)

viding basketball haops and space
for races and meetings. Initially, at least four Scout croops met in the Gym in addition co Troop
17, which became ene of the best-known troops in che country. Scouts were expected o atrend
summer camp at Camp Royanch in Cazadera, During the year occasional visits were also made
to Camp Lilienchal in Marin County. “Pie” was famous for leading his Scouts on bird hikes in
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‘THE PATHFINDERS & THE REVIEWERS

Founded by Rakbi Martin A. Meyer in 1921, the all male Pathfinders were composed at first of
thirty selecred post confirmands who met every other weelt in the Rabbi’s Jackson Street home,
Although eriginally a select society thar chose its members, Rabbi Newman later persuaded its
leaders to open the group to all interested youth. As a cultural and serviee organization, the
Pathfinders grew to include college students as well as high school students. Meetings were
serious, governed by Robert’s Rules of Order, with jackets and ties required. Mast were devored
to current topics, often with presentations by prominent speakers. The Pathfinders originally
enet In members' homes, but found a more permanent forum in the new Emanu-E! Temple
House’s Martin A. Maysr Memorizl Room, which was dedicated by the Pathfinders. {This
room no longer exists, having been incorporated into the vaulted ceiling of the Rinder Chapel.)
Many of Temple Emanu-El's Religious School Faculty members as well as other Temple activiry
feaders were recruited From che Pathfinders and its later female counterpart, the Reviewers.

It 1928 Rabbi WNewman’s wife, Lucille, formed the female counterpart of the Pathfinders-—
The Reviewers—which proved a highly successful social and culeural organization in its own
right, Their prime object was to review and discuss contempoerary books and topics, but they
also convencd lectures by speakers representative of different women's vocations, The gitls were
voted in from each Confirmation class. A fa-
vored social accasion was an annual dance,
usually held at the Lake Merced Golf and
Country Club, with the Pachfinders.

AtnieTic CLuss

Two of Rabbi Martin A, Meyers chief goals
for Temple Emanu-El were swengthening his
congregation’s ties to Judaisrn and forging
greater unity within San Francisco's disparate
Jewish population. One way of accomplish-
ing these objectives was by reaching out to
Jewish yeuth. In additon to religious school,
what better means than healthy athleric
competition? As an incentive, Rabbi Meyer
helped ta form a Jewish achieric league
composed of students from religious schools
threughourt San Francisco. The benefits were
apparent as early as 1911, when a San
Francisco Examiner aricle, complete with 2

4 I rle piying W the mlitor—
o3 the taprunfs 11 wihee sk the
e gz CLTEAR, thy: Lot Lt e man Jesem feiw pth
WEpaurs e plarere a0 Chis taiss, Ty Baelins sazon thelr
rrmjrelive evtdbeey dar b haes 3 e Foee sifbinell sedleiea
T vl kil T 3 e Wil einedlsE T 3=

" she stretcheth forth her bands to the
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forc and protection in sickness to deserving and needy Israclites and to others, a society to be
known as Mt. Zion Hospital Associadon.”

Raising money to build Mt. Zion Hospital praved both difficult and concroversial. Some Felt
that a Jewish community supported hospital should serve Jewish parients only; others thought
there were not enough Jews to warrant the creation of such a hospital in che first place. Bat the
Castles and the Association’s Board prevailed, and M. Zion Hospital opened in 1897 as a
polyclinic as 317 Stockeon Streer, offering free services to needy Jews. By 1899 it had moved to
2311 Sutter Streer. Mt. Zion received strong support from therabbis of San Francisco, includ-
ing Rabbi Jacob Voorsanger of Congregadon Emanu-E}, In 1905 Mt. Zion's polyclinic joined
forces with the Emanu-El Sisterhood Free Polyclinic. Following the earthquake and fire of
1906, need for a more substantial hospital building became apparent. The Board attempted to
raise money for the project but their visien did not come to fruition undl I W, Hellman
donated $100,000 in memory of his wife Esther. A ot was purchased at Post and Scort streers
and the cornerstone laid in 1912, At the ceremony, Judge M.C. Sloss read a list from the
Articles of Incorporation and commented T desire to state thar it is not generally known that
the hospiral is open to all who need medical and surgjcal treament.” The 114 bed facility that
opened in 1914 is still in use today for outpatient care and physicians’ offices.

By the 19305 Mt, Zion Hospiral had become an important training center for Jewish inrerns
and residents as well as a valued care and rescarch facility utilized by Jewish doctors. However,
expanded facilities were needed to sustain it as both 2 community and a teaching hospital.
Construction began in the 1950s at Post and Divisadero streets and, from the 1960s thraugh
the 19805, more improvements and additions were completed. Today the sounds of construc-
tion are heard aggin as an impressive new Cancer Instirute rakes shape and Mr. Zion Hospital,
now Mt. Zion Campus, continues fallowing an instiwtional merger with UCSE

THE STIRIT OF VOLUNTEERISM

She worketh willingly with ber hands and

needy, The law of kindness is on her
tongue. —Proverbs

“There is nothing new under the sun” only
the scope and times have changed. The spirit
of voluntserism has continued throughout
the past decades. Through their cfforts,

photograph of Rabbi Meyer acting 25 a rrack
meet judge, proclaimed "Orphans Best
Athleres Defear Sabbach Schools.” Indeed,
the Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum seems to
have set an example for Emanu-El's eacly
teamns, as evidenced by an April 1915 issue of
The Serefl extolling the Asylarr’s “steady
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Temple Emane-Ef 90-Pound Basketball Team,
depicted irs The Scroll, fune 1921, (Fine Musesn
Archives, Congregation Emanu-Ef)

Mount Zion volunteers have logged

thousands of hotirs committed to improving *

the health of others and alleviating pain.
From the beginning to the present, our
Temple members have been in the forefront
working with theit hearts, their hands and
cheir minds. The Ladies Auxiliary Society,

Mt. Zion Haspital Arxiliary, abowr 1925
tleft to righe: Florence Hellman, Miriain (Mrs. Sof)
Kb, Mys. J.B. Lcvison, Ruby (Mys, Abrabam
Lincoln) Brown, Jemnie Rosenbawm). Photograph by
Larry Kenney. (Courtesy the Western fewish History

Center, Magizes Misewn, Bevkeley)
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formed in 1897 under the leadership of Charlotte Castle, funcrioned as the right hand of the
Board of Directors. They spent long houss doing work in the kitchen and visiting patients in
the wards. Mrs. LW, Hellman, Jr. becamne president and other members included Mrs. Sol
Kahn, Mrs. J.B. Levison, Mrs. Abraham Lincoln Brown, and Mts. Charles Rosenbaum.

Emanu-EL AND MT. ZioN STILL Work Hanp v Hanp

After 2 stirring sermon by Rabbi Kieschner regarding the suffering of AIDS patients in San
Francisco, a commitcee was formed in 1985 headed by Dr. Ernest Rogers thar included Dr.
David Goldberg {both Emanu-El congregants) to initiate an AIDS relief and care fund at Temple
Emanu-El and establish aut-patient services for AIDS patients at Mr. Zion and San Francisco
General Hospitals. Congregation Emanu-E! was the first major congregation e promore this
cange,

THE ARTS AND SCIENCES

IGNATZ STEINHART & THE STEINHART AQUARIUM

Steinhart Aquarium is a vital branch of the Cali fornia Academy of Sciences, the oldest scientific
institution in the Wese. Founded in 1853 by 2 group of naturalists eager to explore and record
Californias environment, the Academy flourished until 1906, when earthquake and fire rav-
aged its six-story Market Streer building and destroyed nearly all of its collections. Bue San
Franciscans soon voted to rebuild the Academy in Golden Gate Park, and in 1916 the Academy
welcomed the City back to irs new Hall of Birds and Mammals. Yet even as the new Hall was
being unveiled, plans were underway for the next jewel in the Academy’s firmament: Steinhart
Aquarium. Ignacz Steinhare (1836-1917) was a successful San Francisco banker whe, like his
late brother Sigmund, gained renown for philanthropy. Fertunarely far the Acadery of Sei-

ences, Ignarz also harbored dreams of providing San Francisco with one of the world’s most
advanced and diverse collec-

tions of marine life. Follow-
ing a seafood lunch with
Academy Director Dr,
Barton Warren Everrnann
and Stanford University
President (and ichthyologist)
Dr. David Starr Jordan,
Sweinkare agreed w provide
a bequest of $250,000 for
construction and mainte-
nance of a new, stare-of-che-
art aquarium. Two provi- §
sions were requested in re- 3
wrn: that the aquarium be
named after Ignarz and his 5 " IR
brother Sigmund (who had Opening celebration, Srez'n;mrtAquarium, 1923, (Courtesy

the Calffornia Academy of Seience Library, San Franicsco)
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Temple House in 1927 alse included che Temple
Players’ inaugural production of A.A. Milne's com-
edy The Dover Road, dicected by Paul Bissinger.
Among other early productions were The Circleby -
Somerset Maugham and The Devils Disiple by
George Bernard Shaw as well as plays by Philip
Barry, George Kelly and Clarence Dane. All were
full fengch productions. The most memorable pro-
ducrion of all, however, was certainly The Dybbut -
by S. Ansky. Running from October 29 through
November 11, 1928 it atracted more than 8,000
people and was an unforgercable experience in both -
the life of the Temple and the general community.
In fact, it was only the second praduction in En.
glish of this grear Hasidic folk play. Directed by .
the famous Russian, Nahum Zemach, founder of :
the renawned Habima troupe in Moscow, rehears-
als lasted 2 solid ewo months. Contributions by
generous donors created che guarantee fund ro covar
the many facets of producrion, inctuding sets, mu-
sic and costumes for the cast of fifty-five. Critics
praised the sars, the lighring and the inspired act- _
ing, particularly of Carolyn Anspacher in the role e e
of Leah, the git] possessed by thg sou! of her dead Progr “'fﬁ’ 7 The DYbb"‘F’ 1928,
. . . {Fine Museum Archives,
lover. Among others in the cast were Irving Pichel Con o Evmamu kil
. . . iFregaiion na-EL}
in the role of Rabbi Azrael; Wendell A. Phillips as
Hanan; Charles Levison as Rabbi Meit; Conrad Kahn as Reb Sender; and Paul Bissinger as one
of the Baclanim. The reviews of the play in the press were most enthusiastic,

s Thee T

After more than a quarter of a century of a dark house, the Temple Players returned 1o the
Emanu-El stagein 1973 1o perform The World of Sholom Aleichem, which was made possible by

a grant from the Jennie Baruh Zellerbach Memorial Fund. The Dybbu was presented again in
1976.

JUNIOR TEMPLE PLAYERS

For the younger children in the Sunday School the Junior Temple Players provided an avenue
for expression under the professional guidance of Miss Rosalic Allenberg and Mr. Carol Aronovisi,
After school rehearsals were serious and demanding, Among the plays produced wete The Charm
Sehool, a group of three one-act plays; The Seer Looks at bis Bride, 2 short Hasidic play by Harry
Sackler; The Legend of Luz by Haury Sackler; Jepthas Daughter by Elma Ehilich Levinger; Pinski’s
The Stranger, a play of Talmudic qualicy; Nashan the Wise by Gottheld Ephraim Lessing; as well
s other plays of Jewish and general interest. OF particular note was the presentation in 1934 of

>

Maurice Maeterlinel's The Blue Bird, directed by Miss Rosalic Alienberg,
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Sisterhoed case in the Martin Meyer Reception Room. The Guild's official name is now Sister-
hood of Congregation Emanu-El, a member of Wornen of Reform Judaism, National Federa-
vion of Terple Sisterhoods. Gur Sisterhood continues 1o make contributions as an identifiable

group to our community and (o our congregation,

Tue Men’s CLup

The Men's Club was founded in 1921 by Rabbi -

Mardin A. Meyer with Eugene 8. Elkus serving as
its first president from 1921-1923. les varied pro-

grams included social, religious, cultural, educa-

tonal, and welfare activities, An annual Chanukah

family night dinner was held and Club members :

frequently conducted Friday nighr services ar the
Jewish Home for the Aged. In 1920 Rabbi Meyer
felt an obligarion ro the Jewish inmates of the stare’s
prisons and mental hospitals and created the Jew-
ish Comenittee for Personal Service in State Insti-
tutions, later involving a corps of volunteers from
the newly formed Emanu-El Men's Club. In Sep-
tember 1929 a meeting was held in commemora-
tion of Palestine’s Jewish martyrs. Despite the De-
pression, the Men's Club found employment for
dozens of recently arrived German Jews, [n the

mid-1960s the combined Men's Club and Sister-
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hood held 2 number of joint acriviries with the
Reverend Boswell Jones Memorial Methodist :
Church, Many distinguished speakers encertained
the Club, including auther and publicist Lincoln
Steffens and zuthor Kathleen Norris, Tradition-
ally, an annual Political Candidates Night was held

as well as a Facher and Sans dinner. Jewish film
festivals were also presented periodically. During
the Second Ecumenical Council the Men’s Club invited the Archbishop of $an Francisco w0
speak in the Martin Meyer Auditorium, after which he was invited into che Main Sanctuary to
view an arc exhibit as well as the Temple proper, marking the first time an Archbishop had ever
been in the Temple.

Emanu-Bl Clubman, pregram for January
1927 meeting, (Fine Museam Archives,
Congregation Emaru-El}

TemPLE PLAYERS

The Tempte Players formed on January 18, 1927 at the urging of Rabbi Louis I. Newman with
Paul Bissinger, a student of acting at Stanford, serving as the company's guiding force and fiest
director. Also involved were Charles Levison, who later became well known in the motion
picture’ world as Charles Lane; Conrad Kahn, who also became associared with the motion
picture industry; Mortimer Fleishhacker, Jr, a Future president of Ternple Emanu-El (who met
his wife to be, Janer Choynski, through the Temple Players) as well as many other young men
and women of the Temple. Festivitics marking the formal opening of the new Lake Street
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passed away in 1910}, and that che new facility be operated by the California Academy of
Sciences. The only ingredient lacking when Steinharc Aquarium opened on September 29,
1923 was the benefactor himself, who did not live to see the splendid realization of his dream.
But [gnae Steinharts vision of a modern aquarium fot San Francisco has proved long-lived and
productive, providing a vibrant center of research, educarion and delight for generations of
scientlsts and visicors alike.

ALBERT M, BENDER AND THE ARTS

Albert M. Bender was perhaps the Bay Area’s grearest patron of art and literatate in the 1920s
and 1930s. His interests extended from Asian arr co American modernism and his genetosity,
both of spirit and money, helped to launch noc only the careers of numerous actists {Ansel
Adams and Jacques Schnier among them) but of institutions, His contributions of are and
books to such institutions as Mills College, the San Francisco Museum of Art {now San Fran-
cisco Museum of Modern Art), and the San Francisco Arc Association (now San Francisco Art
Institute) provided the platform upon which many such collections came to be built. Bender
was a member of Temple Emanu-EL, and the Congregartion benefitted from his generosity.
Among the artists whose works entered the Temple’s collection through Bender are Schnier,
Peter Krasnow and Joseph Raphael. Bender was also involved with the Emanu-E Sisterhood
for Personal Service, where he served as the President of the Columbia Park Boys Club, offi-
cially renamed The Columbia Park Boys Club Association of the Emanu-El Sisterhood duri ng
the Club’s 18961897 fiscal year, Born in Dublin, Ireland in 1866, Albert Bender was the son
of a rabbi. He emigrated to the United States at the age of sixceen and settled in $an Francisco,
where he eventually established an insurance business, He was never 2 wealthy man, bue the
friendship, kindness, enthusiasm, encourageent, and support he unstintingly offered extended
beyond the bounds of common philanthropy. His death, in March 1941, was mourned through-
out the Bay Area.

ROSALIE MEVER STERN AND SIGMUND STERN GROVE

"Is seems to me that when an appeal is made in behalf of suffering himanity afl should belp
irvespective of religion or nationality...”

—Mis. Stern to Temple Emanu-El's Rabbi Martin A. Meyer

Among San Francisco’s many parks, perhaps the most cherished summertime haunt is Sigmund
Stern Grove, A recreational oasis throughout the year, Stern Grove gains even greater distine-
tion during the summer when it hosts a series of free outdoor concerts within its natural amphi-
thearer of eucalypius, fir and redwood trees. A gift to the City of San Francisco in 1931 from
Rosalie Meyer Stern in memory of her husband Sigmund, Stern Grove was dedicated on June
4, 1932, The first concert held within its arbareal setting was performed two weelss later by the
San Francisco Sympheny. It was alse Mrs. Stetn’s directive, specified when she founded the
Stern Grove Festival Association in 1938, chat created the teadition of frae public concerrs that
have delighted San Franciscans for more chan half 2 cencury. Rosalic Stern’s involvement with
the Festival continued until her death in 1956, at which time her daugheer, Elise Stern Haas,
became Festival chairman. In 1969, Mrs. Haas was succeeded by her daugher, Rhoda Haas
Goldman, whose san, Dr. Deuglas E. Goldman, became chairman after his mother's death in
1996,
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Rosalie Meyer Stern’s Family was
from Los Angeles, but her husband
Sigmund {(whom she married in
1892) was a member of an estab-
lished San Francisco family. His
facher, David Stern, was the
btothet-in-law and partner of Levi
Strauss, both of whom were early
members of Congregation Emanu-
EL Sigmund became a successful
businessman, president of Levi
Strauss 8 Co., and, most impor-
tantly, a philanthropist in h.is own = E&ES“ St St mémg.-, pyink 5,, )
righ. Together, he and Rosalie built about 1903, (Courtesy Western Jerwish History Center,

a family life based on public inter- Magnes Museuns, Berbeley)

est and sharing. Rosalic M. Stern’s
desire to create a public park was in complete harmony with her personal interests. In 1917 she
servad on the Garden Cammittee of the San Francisco Park and Recreation Department; in
1918 she created the Garden Hospiral Committee for the United States Vererans Hospital No.
24; in 1919 she became President of the San Francisco Playground Commission; and in 1932,
President of the San Francisco Recreation Commission. Yer parls and gardens formed but a
portion of Mrs. Stern’s lifelong dedication to public service. During World War 1, she served
with the Red Cross at the Camp Fremont Base Hospital and had the honor of becoming the
first woman Associate Field Director for military relief in the West. She also helped found the
San Francisco Opera Association and the Junior Symphony; served on the boards of the Asso-
ciated Jewish Charities, Pioneer Kindergarten Saciety and Childeen's Agency, Community Chest,
Waomen'’s Board of the San Francisco Museum of Art (now the San Francisco Museum of Mod-
ern Art}, and the Entercainment Commitree for the Golden Gare International Exposition. In
addition, she was awarded the Chevalier de I'Ordre National de la Légion d’Honneur for her
service on the board of the World War 1 Facherless Children of France, .

Ruopa Haas GoLDMAN AND THE ENVIRONMENT

Rhoda Haas Goldman, a great-grand-nisce of Levi Strauss and the day ghter of Walter A. and
Elise Haas, was born in San Francisco, After graduating from the University of California in
1945, she raughe nursery schoal for one year prior to her marrjage to Richard Goldman. But
Rhoda Goldman was, as she once commented, “weaned on social consciousness” and her real
career soon turned to enhancing the lives of others. She served as president of the board of
directors of Mount Zion Hospital, chairman of the Stern Grove Fesrival, the San Franciseo
Foundation, and Mayor Dianne Feinstein’s Committee for a Memorial to che Six Million Vie-
tims of the Holocaust {which is located near che Legion of Honor), From 19911993 Rhada
H. Goldman served as President of Congregation Emanu-El, during which time she celebrared
her Bar Mitzvah, at the age of sixcy-six. She also served on the board of the San Francisco
Symphony, as director of the Levi Foundation and, in 1967, helped to found the Reach to
Recovery program, a counseling service for women with breast cancer. In 1951 she and her
husband escablished the Goldman Fund, & private foundation commiteed to supporting orga-
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cess of this publication. The first editor of The Seroli was Robers Bernstein: its associate editor
was Melville Kaufman; school activities were covered by Katherine Aronson, Emanue! Rosenthal
and Frank Bernsecin; current events were reported by Lioyd Dinkelspiel; exchanges by Joel
Figenbaum; jokes by Daniel Stone; and the business staff was composed of Melville Speigl as
manager and John Elsbach as associate. The Seroff has continued publication chrough the years
and is now published yearly in an updated fermat.

SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION EmManu-EL

They work with their mindstheir hearts and theiy band.

Rabbi Voersanger founded the Emanu-El Sisterhood for Personal Service, an effective otgani-
zation doing telief work in the communiry as its main rask with only a small role in the acxivi-
ties of the congregation. It was Rabbi Martin Meyer who proved instrumental in forming che
Sisterhoed Guild in 1917 for the specific purpose of serving the needs of the Temple. This
auxiliary of 100 women under the leadership of its ficst president, Sophie Gerstle Lilienthal
(Mrs. Theodore), worked to attract new members and by the 19205 brought dozens of new
families to the Temple. During the ensuing years, the devoted members of Sisterhood condn-
ued o be an important arm of the congregarion and remain o to this day. The Guild is ready
atall times to cooperate with vari-
ous religious school activities,
such asSucecoth pageants, provid-
ing Chanukah gelr, Purim mas-
querades, Seder dinners, and
Confirmation dances.

For their work with German
emigrés in the communiry, Sister-
hoed received national recogni-
tion. As part of its education pro-
gram, the Guild presented lectures
by outstanding speakers, provided
courses for its members and spe-
cial baok reviews by the rabbini-
cal staff. While providing social
events, the members worked on

Stsserhood Docents Committes

" many fund raising projects, such ~ with Rabbi Zionts, 1968. (Conriesy of Nadine Rushakaff)

as fashion shows, house tours and

bazaars. They continue to staff and manage the Gif Shop. All these endeavors provide funds
for needed additions o the temple as well as temple programs. One of the most successful
projects was the establishment of the Docent program at the Temple. in the communiy, Sister-
hood founded the Bible Walk in Suybing Arborerum in Golden Gate Park, which continues to
be mainined by Sisterhoad Funds, A yearly project is the sponsorship of a tea and entercain-
ment for the residents of the Jewish Home for the Aged. The most recent additions to the long
list of accomplishments were the renovation of the Bride's Room and the addition of a new
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TowarDS THE FUTURE, 1990—-PRESENT
In 1990, Rabbi Peretz Wolf-Frusan became director of the Religious School. He added a grear
deal of Hebrew 1o the school curriculum and upgraded the early childhood activities. Also

added were family education programs as well as summer and winter vacadon are programs.
Alongside Rabbi Stephen Pearce and Rabbi Sydney Minz, Rabbi Wolf-Prusan has worked 10

revitalize the Emanu-El Ternple Youth. Through ETY, they established the Youth Mitzvah Corps

for communiry service. Joining forces with Congregations Sherith ferael and Beth Sholom,
under the direction of the Bureau of Jewish Education, che high schoo! program has greatly
expanded. Once again a requirement, Hebrew is now offered through Yourh and Eamily Edu-
cation Programs, beginning in kindergarten. Family education is today the heart and soul of
the Temple Emanu-E! Religious School program.

MurieL CouN

Special mention must be made here of Muriel Cohn, who served as Religious School secretary
during Canror Portnoy's tanusre (and later as sectetary to each succeeding Rabbi). Muriel was so
much more than a secretary: with her warmeh and tireless involvement she was the glue that
held almost everyene and everything rogether at Temple Emanu-El [t was Muriel who took the
initiative in collecting photographs of each confirmation class as well as the names of cach
confirmand—a tremendous effort which allowed the Museumn Commitree, through funds raised
in Muriel's memory, o honor 150 years of Religious School history by installing the Confitrma-
tion Photo Gallery ar Temple Emanu-ElL Mutiel’s death on February 12, 1998 left an absence
in our congregation that will never quite be filled.

THE ScroLL

Our Paper, the “Scroll, ” stands to suppore:
“Co-operation of students and faculty.”
“Promotion of clean athletics.”

“Feeling of good fellowship amengst pupils.”
“Intellectual and moral uplift.”
—Inwoduction to the first editorial in
The Seroll, December, 1913

Publication of The Seroff began in December 1913. It
was Rabbi Martin Meyer’s feeling thar writing and jour-
nzlism were very important compenencs of the educa-
tion of the young Jewish mind, not only in religious
philosophy, but in world affaits and creativity as well.
The publication was issued quarterlyand included shere =7 . . %~ . . L
stories, essays, school acrivitias, world events, current - 'E‘“‘W-‘-"iﬂ! RELIGIOLS SCHOOLY-
Jewish events, poetey, and jokes. Itshould be noted that ™ W
the studenss idolized their Rabbi, and their effores wo

please hitn made Fhe Screff one of our narion’s outstand- Fremier issue of The Scroll,

ing Reform religious school student publications. Rabbi D“m%“ 213.
Meyers guidance and support were cridcal o the suc- (Cougregation Emany-£1
) Religians Sehool)
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nizations involved in such fields as the environment, population, Jewish affairs, violence pre-
vention, children and youth, the elderly, social and human services, health, education, and the
s,

Perhaps few concerns were 2s near to Rhoda Goldman's hearr as the environment. An early
testarent to this love is Temple Emanu-Els Biblical Garden in Strybing Arboretum. During a
conversation, Mrs, Joan Jacobs commented on the Temple Sistethood Guild's desire w créate a
Bible walk in Golden Gate Park. The Park was interested, bur funds were scarce. It was Rhoda
Goldman who provided the impetus to fund the garden, bringing the Sisterhood’s dream 1o
fruition with 2 major donation in memory of Walter A. Haas, 5r. In 1990 Rhoda and Richard
Goldman tock their murval love for the environment to an unprecedented level by founding
the prestigious Goldman Environmental Prize. The world's fargest environmental activism award,
the Prize presents $125,000 annually to six grassraots environmenalists, The Goldmans also
created the $200,000 Ken Saro-Wiwa Memorial Fund in memory of a former Prize recipient
whao was execured for his environmenral work in Nigeria. The Memotial Fund helps to protect
other activists placed in threatening circumnstances by their work, When Rhoda Goaldman died
in 1996, the San Francisco Chronicle characterized her as “a woman of great heart who cared
lirle for public acclaim but deeply abour ethers’ comforr and well-being.” The legacy of her
caring continues unabated thanks to the depth of her generosity and the strength of her com-
mitments.

Harrie HECHT SLOSS AND THE ARTS

Harrie Hecht was born in Boston on June 12, 1874, where she and her two sisters were raised
by an aunt, Lina E Hechr, following the death of their parents. In 1899 she married native San
Franciscan Marcus Cauffinan Sloss and rogether they had three children, Margaret, Richard
and Frank. The commitment Mrs. Sloss would demanstrate 1o the cultural, charitable and
religious life of her adopted Bay Arca created a legacy thar continues to enrich our lives woday.

Mrs. Slosss dedication to the arts was all-encompassing. In 1915 she chaired the Women’s
Cornmittee of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition (serving with, among others, suf-
fragerte and San Francisco Council of Jewish Women president Caroline Sahlein and novelist
and Philemach founder Betie Lowenberg). Most enduringly; she helped to found both the San
Francisco Sympheny and the San Franciseo Opera Associations as well as the Palestine (now
Israel) Philharmonic. In 1939 Mrs. Slass created a weeldy radio program called “Know Your
Symphony” that ran uncil 1954 when she was eighry years old. Mrs, Sloss's love for literarure
was a5 deep as her love for music, and her efforts 1o promote poctry were tireless. She was the
licerary director and president of the San Francisco Browning Sociery as well as the editor of
Certaine Poets of bnportance, Vietorian Verse Chosen for Comparison, published in 1929, She also

initiated Poetry and Prizes, a competition whose recipients had their poems recited on radio
station KYA.

Both Congregation Emanu-El and Jewish affairs in general benefitred from Mrs. Sloss’s dedica-
tion. She served as the fiest vice-president of the Siscerhood of Congregation Emanu-Eland, in
the late 19205, as head of the Sunday School Commirtee. In 1900 she helped o found the
Nacional Council of Jewish Women and served as ics president until 1903. She was also vice
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president of the San Francisco chapter of the American Council for Judaism. Although Ms.
Sloss’s ant-Zionist views often proved unpopular, in 1916 she became the first president of the
San Francisco chapter of Hadassah, believing it w be simply a charitable organization for the
uplifting of Palestine. When the national office of Hadassah insisted that its members become
Zionists, Mrs. Sloss resigned and the San Francisco chapter disbanded in 1918. Mes. Sloss's
public service ranged from the Boards of the San Francisco Community Chest and the San
Francisco Associated Charities to the California State Board of Charities and Corrections {Stace
Social Welfare Commission} from 1921-24. Eleanor Roosevelr appointed her vice-chair of the
Mational Women's Commission on Mobilization for Human Needs in 1933, and in 1944 she
became the first woman in the United States to head a federal grand jury. Hawtie Heche Sloss
died on November 9, 1963. Although she never attended college (she was tutored by Harvard
professors), in 1942 Mills College awarded her an honorary Master of Arts degree for her civie
and philanthropic activitics,

Drs. BEn aND A. JESS SHENSON AND Music

Native San Franciscans, both Drs. Ben and A. Jess Shenson graduated from Lowell High School
and Stanford University Medical School. Their distinguished medical careers marked only a
pertion of a far.reaching community involvement that included serving on the boards of the
San Francisco Symphony and Opera, assising various arts organizations and museums, pro-
moiing emerging musicians, providing scholacships for Stanford University medical studenrs,
and supparting the Jewish Home for the Aged. Their wemendous philanthropy seems to have
been fueled by the words of their facher Louis, who ofen counseled; “To give while you're tiving
is golden. Ta give when you're dead is lead.” Drs. Ben and A. Jess Shenson's lifelong patronage
of the arts is honored 2t Temple Emanu-El by cthe Dirs. Ben and A, Jess Shenson Music Endow-
ment Fund at Congregation Emanu-EL This Fund, which pays particular rribute to the memory
of the lace Dr. Ben Shenson through the Shenson Memorial Concert series, supports both
special musical events and such specific needs as the extensive renovation of the Temple's Skin-
ner Clrgan‘

J.D. & HarOLD L. ZELLERBACH AND THE ARTS

Both J.D. (James David) Zellerbach and his brother Harold were born in San Francisco, the
sons of Jennie (Baruh) and Isadore Zellerbach. The elder of the two, J.D. was born in 1892 and
graduared from the University of California in 1913. Harold was born in 1894 and atrended
the University of California before graduating from the University of Pennsylvania. Both brothers
held executive positions in the family business, ).D. as presiden of the Crown Zellerbach Cor-
poration and Harold as president of the Zellerbach Paper Company and executive vice presi-
dent of Crown Zellerbach Cotporation. Despite professional demands, the Zellerbachs dis-
played a strong commitment to the Bay Area communiry as well 2s to the artistic and spiritual
continuity of Templc Emanu-El J.DD. served as a director of Mt. Zion Hospital, execurive vice
president and member of the Board of Governors of the Sympheny Association and member of
the Board of Trustees of the San Franciseo Museum of Art as well as a director of the $an
Francisco Opera Association. He later served as Uniced Stazes Ambassador to Italy from 1956-
1960. Harold Zellerbach served as president of the San Franeisco Art Commission and presi-
dent of the Newhouse Foundation. A trusee of the University of Pennsylvania, the Zellerhach
Theater at that institution is named in his henor, In 1946 Harold replaced his brother J.D. on
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Cchn (Rabbi, 1860-1889) established the new Temple Emanu-E! Religious Scheal in 1871,
Mre. Prag, then principal of the History Deparement ac Girl's High School, was hired as a
teacher. She subsequently served the Relipious Scheol for twenty-eight uninterrupted years.
Under Dr. Coha’s guidance the school evolved into a highly esteemed place of leaming. The
curriculum emphasized ancient Jewish history as well as biblical Hebrew, establishing it as a
worthy competitor to Dr. Eckman’s Hepzibah School. Dr. Cohn also inaugurated the Temple's
first confirmarion program in 1861. During his tenure at Temple Emanu-El. Rabbi Voorsanger
(Rabbi, 1886-1908) welcomed all Jewish children to the school, regardless of their parents’
abilicy to pay membership dues,

INTO THE 20™ CENTURY, 1900-1948

Rabbi Marrin Meyer {Rabbi, 1910-1923) felt the need to reach out o communities thar did
not have religious facilites. In 1912 he established the Emanu-El Correspondence School o
educate young Jews in remote areas. Reported enrollment the first year was thirey-five studencs
from locaticns as far away as Idahe and Utah, Closer to home, he established religious schools
in Alameda in 1213 and in San Mateo in 1915, The San Mateo branch continued into mid-
cencury. Meanwhile, che Suceer Street focation had become too small for Temple Emanu-El's
growing religious school and 2 new building was acquired in 1911 ar Succer and Van Ness.
Rabbi Meyer was also responsible for establishing the religious school publication, The Scrofl, in
1913. Rabbi Louis Newman (1924 -1930) emphasized Hebrew more than his predecessors
had, making it 2 major part of the program in each class. By the end of 1930, each srudent
received at least one-half hour a week of Hebrew instruction, one-third of the toral elass time.
In 1929, Rabbi Melbourne Harris {Rabbi, 1929-1931) was hired to direct the School, becorn-
ing Temple Emanu EPs first Director of Religious Educarion and Activities. Among the lay
members who also served as principals of the Religious School were communicy leaders Daniel

- Hone, Louis Heilbren and Marshal Kuhn. In the Religious School, Rabbis Meyer and Newman

emphasized che celebration of festivals—Purim, Hanuldah, Succoth, Passover, and Shavuos 1s
well as che staging of plays writien and produced by rhe students and Rabbis.

RELIGIOUS ScHOOL RENAISSANCE, 1948-1990

The years after World War 11 saw a renaissance at Temple Emanu-El with the arrival of Rabbi
Alvin Fine (Rabbi, 1948-1964) and his assistanc Rabbi Meyer “Mike” Heller (Rabbi, 1950
1963). As Director of Religious Educarion, Rabbi Heller broughe both socialization and social
responsibility ro many of Emanu-El’s teen-agers through the Emanu-E{ Temple Youth Group.
Enrollment in the Religious School grew to 1,151 by 1960, and sestions were held on both
Saturday and Sunday mornings. The post confirmands artended high school classes on Sunday
afternoons and alse served as reaching assistants in the School. The students and their families
were less interested in the Hebrew curriculum and as a result it was de-emphasized. In 1965,
under Rabbi Joseph Asher (Rabbi, 1968-.1985), Cantor Joseph Portnoy was employed as both
cantor and religious schoal director. Bar and Bar Mitmvah students were obliged to take Hebrew
two hours per week for two years. Assistant Rabbi Brian Lurie (Rabbi, 1969-1972) introduced
the Summer Program in Israel for confirmands, taking the first group to Isrzel in June 1970.
This program js still active today.
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CELEBRATING TOGETHER

Judaism is rich in holiday traditions
which sustain, honor and renew our
sense of a deep and enduring hericage.
Although many observances add the
warmth of Jewish ritual to out homes,
perhaps the most joyous and deeply felt
gceasions are those in which we celebrare
as a community, From Passover Seders
and Yom Kippur breakfasts co Sukkor
gatherings and Hanukkah parties, con-
gregational observances bind us together
and ensure that no ane need be alone
on the holidays. After all, Congregation
Emanu-El is just that—a congregaion—
agathering of individuals who, cogether,
become a family whose spiritual home
can be found within the Temple's gates.

i, W —eanmn S,
Community Seder, c. 1950. Photegraph by Kurer.
(Fine Musenm Archives, Congregation Emanu-Fl)

TemprLE EMaNU-EL

RevIGI0US ScHOOL

THE FIrsT FIFTY YEARS,

1849-1900

Although Judaism classes were held ac Temple
Emanu-El during its early years, there was never
any formal Religious School until the arrival of
Rabbi Julius Eckman in 1854. A meeting of “Is-
raclives” derermined, both morally and Enancially,
1o support the establishment of a school. The re-
sult was Dr. Eckman’s Hepribah School, which . )
served San Francisco’s entire Jewish communiry.
In 1856 Ernanu-El hired Daniel Levy, who would
become cantor in 1857, to teach in the _ i
Congregation’s newly formed Hebrew and Reli- " wrnaots sCHOY, TEACHERS
gious School and it was Levy who established the ~ Ja S e M WSO NN

H H © Us MOE AN RAHARDIN MR L&D o, RARENTTE
first Jewish day school in the basement of the new s mosibt avecwen un :':.::'}E‘E::.‘}.::"&*'“
. ’ MM, uEL |
Broadway Synagogue. Mrs. Mary Prag (Congress- "l i ae . sl o
HIE3 JAMEYTS FRARLAIM LT B
woman Florence Prag Kahn's mother) recalled at- Siak miba CoLmaMITH

tending the Emanu-El Sabbath School in the early
1850¢. Classes were held in 2 home on Green and
Stoclon Streers, This home also served as the place
of worship for the Congregarion until the Broad-

Temple Emar-El Sunday Sehool Sutter Street
and Van Ness Avenwe. The Religious School
beld ten classrooms, offices, a Bbrary, and a

! chapel with a seating capacity of 360.

way Synagogue opened in 1854. After Dr. Elkan (Reproduced from The Screll, fune 1920, Fine

Mhusesm Archives, Congregation Emann-El)
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the Board of Directors of Congregation Emanu-El and chen, in 1948, was elected prcsident of
the Congregation where he helped guide the transition from Rabbi Irving Reichert to Rabbi
Alvin Fine. Ironically, the brothers, born two years apart, lso died two years apart, .0, in 1963
and Harold in 1965.

In memory of their mother, Harold and ].D. established the Jennie Baruh Zellerbach Family
Fund 2t Temple Emanu-El, the proceeds of which have been used to commission many culrural
events and musical compositions, including Israeli composer Sergiv Natra's Avodar Hakodesh ot
Sacred Service, dedicated to Cantor Portnoy in honor of the Congregation’s 125 anniversary.

Potitics, JusTiCcE AND Tikkun OLAM

Judges and officers shait thou appoint unto thyself in all thy gates... and they shall judge the
people with a just judgment. —Demeronomy

Individuals active in the realm of Politics and justice are critically placed to promote
the concept of Tikkun Olam (Healing of a Broken Wosld), for it is they who help
shape OUr government and administer our laws. Without an nnderlying dedication
to social well-being, the legislation and codes they enactwould prove nei ther fair nor
constructive. Wz Worshipped Here highlights a few of the Temple Emanu-El mem-
bers who have sought ways to foster our society’s health throngh democratic gover-
nance and judicious resolution, from San Francisco's earliest days to the present.

AprataM CoHN LABATT: SAN FRANCISCO ALDERMAN

& FIrsT PRESIDENT OF CONGREGATION EMaANU-EL

Abraham Cohn Labatt was born July 7, 1802 in Charleston, South Carolina to a Durch facher
and a German mother. A Sephardic Jew, he was a descendant of Abraham Cohan Labatio, a
17% century English Jew who was recorded on a “List of Jews Made Denizens in the Reign of
Charles II and James 11, 1661-1687.” Abraham Labacc married Caroline Hyams in 1824 and
togerher they had sixceen children. In 1825 Labatr was one of forry-seven men who organized
the first Reform Jewish congregation in the United States, Beth Elohim of Chacleston, South
Carolina, with a view towards eliminating orchodox forms and ritnals in the synagogue. Shordly
thereafter ha moved to Chatlorre, Norch Caralina and chen, in 1831, to New Orleans where he
was a merchant and acrive in the Masonic movernent.

Labace moved to San Francisco in 1848 with three sons, Joseph, Samuel and Henry. He re-
sutnied his Masonic activities and may have been the first Master of the first Masonic Ladge in
the West. In Novemnber 1849 he was appointed appraiset by the Customs House of the Port of
San Franciseo and, in 1851, was elected one of San Francisco’s eight Aldermen. Shordy before
that municipal election, Labatr participated in a group that met to establish San Francisco's first
Jewish congregation and served as head of its building fund commirtee. The effort failed, and
two pioheer synagogues came into being instead of one: Congregations Emanu-El and Sherich
{srael. Abraham C. Labat became the first president of Congregation Emanu-El, serving from
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April 1851 until the Fall of that year, and remained an active member throughout the 18505,
Labatr’s sons were equally active in both the Jewish and the general community. Henry joined
the Board of Directors ar Congregation Emanu-El while Jeseph and Samuel helped to found
Los Angeles’ first Jewish organization, the Hebrew Benevolent Sociery, for which Samuel served
as Birst President. In 1838 Labat recurned to Louisiana and in 1869, he moved 1o Waco, Texas.
Ten years later he lost his wife of more than fifoy-five years and moved 1o Galveston where he
lived with his son Henry, a respected gendeman in thar community. Ar the time of his death on
Angust 17, 1899, Labate was the second oldest Mason iving in the United States. He was also

the last survivor of the first Reform Congregation in the United States.

JuLius Kaun: UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN

Julius Kahn wasborn in 1861 in Kuppenheim, Baden (Germany) to Herman and Jeanette Weil
Kahn. In 1865 Herman Kahn emigrated to California and established a ranch in Mokelumne
Hill where his family joined him in 1866. Forced to leave when the land and surrounding
mining apetations declined, the family finally sectled in San Francisco arcund 1877 and set up
a bakery on Post Street. Julius spent a brief stint in business after graduating from Boys' High
School, bur his dream was to become an actor and with the encouragement of Delia (Mrs.
Aaron) Stern Fleishhacker, he began studying for a stage career. His acting debut, ar the age of
eighteen, was no less a role than Shakespeare’s Shylock. In 1881 Julius departed for the East and
his career escalated as he performed throughout the coun-
try with such renowned figures as Joseph Jefferson and
Edwin Booth, Yec hints of his future path were already
apparent as he advocated for the righes of fellow actors. In
1890 Kzhn returned to San Francisco to study law. A well-
liked, politically active figure, he was clected co the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in 1892, He was also involved in a
number of Jewish social organizations and a favorite of
Rabbi Voorsanger, whose approval in the pages of the
Emanu-£ihelped solidify his popularity. With the support
of Jewish and Irish votes, Kabn was elected w the Unived
Scares Congress in 1898. A year later he married the dy-
namic Florence Prag, whose own professional future would
become inextricably linked with her husband’s. In 1904
he was re-elected to Congress, marking the start of a pro-
ductive, unincerrepred twenty-year service.

The two most abiding convietions of Julius Kahn's life were Julius Kaba, 1919,

his Judaism and his patriotism. To Kahn, a good Jew was Photograph by Signal Corps
synonymous with a good American. Although his child-  AEE U.S. Army, Photographic
hood synagogue was Ohabai Shalome (his father's bakery ~ Laborarory. (Courtesy the Western
was located nearby), as an adulr Julius becarne a member Jerwish History Cenger,
Ochmplc Emanu-El, where he was a frequent spcakcr_ He Magues Musezum, Berkeley)
addressed other congregations as well and was acrive with

the Union of American Hebrew Cangregations, serving on its board of civil rights delegates in
1917. Julius Kahn also believed thar Jewish women should play an active rele in communicy
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School of Law and Kennedy School of Gavernment, Justice Breyer clecked for Associate Su-
preme Court Justice Arthur J. Goldberg, Nominared te the United States Caurc of Appeals for
the First Circuit in 1980 by President Carter, Justice Breyer served as Chief Judge for the First
Circuir from 1990-1994, In addition, Justice Breyer was a member of the United States Sen-
tencing Commission from 1985-1989, and the Judicial Conference of the Unired Srares from
1990-1994. Justice Breyer was confirmed to the Supreme Court of the Unired States following
his nemination by President Clinton in 1994.

CONGREGATION EmManNuU-EL aND THE EMANU-EL
COMMUNITY

A community is often more intimate than a city or a region, and members of Con-
gregation Emanu-El have always enhanced their Temple affiliation by transforming
it into a temple community—a home for a variety of Jewish religious, social, intel-
lectual, and artistic groups. It is this community which forms the second focus of We
Worshipped Here.

Acceptance into mainstream society is rarely problematic for today’s Jew, but in the
19% and early 20 centuries even a comparatively open-armed region like the Bay
Area had its limitations. This reality made nurturing Judaism within the Emanu-El
communitya vital and meaningful mirzrab. A dynamic Religious School guaranteed
the continuity of Jewish learning while then, as now, congregational Seders and
other celebrations ensured that no one would be without companionship on the
holidays. Temple Emanu-El’s Religious Schocl publication, The Scroff, provided a
literary voice for temple students while keeping them informed about Jewish affairs
at home and in the world; athletic clubs offered Jewish athletes an opportunity for
healthy competition; Boy Scout Troop 17 and its adored leader “Pie” Meyer nur-
tured generations of Emanu-El boys; and the Pathfinders and Reviewers provided
opportunities for young Emanu-El men and women to socialize while learning the
importance of organizational outreach. The Temple Players and Junior Temple Players
produced professional productions that entertzined Emanu-El members and San
Franciscans alike. The most memorable production of all came in 1928 when The
Dybbk, the great Hasidic folk play by S. Ansky, was performed, It was an historic
event that attracted more than 8,000 people. The Emanu-E! Sisterhood Guild and
the Men’s Club have always been instrumental in supporting social, culrural and
charitable programs within the Temple and the community. It is organizations and
efforts such as these, both then and now, which transform Temple Emanu-El into a
true sanctuary, a home for members to learn, socialize and grow both as individuals
and as Jews.
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Marcus C. Sloss mex the bright and dynamic Hattie L. Heche of Boston while he was a stedent
at Harvard. They were matried in Juns 1899, Despite periodic financial hardships (including
the demolition of cheir home after the 1906 earthquake as pare of General Funsron's firebreak
plan), the Slosses dedicated themselves o Bay Area civil and Jewish concems. Justice Sloss
served as president of the Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum and Home Society; as director of M.
Zion Hospical; as che first president of the new Federadion of Jewish Charities; as 2 member of
the American Jewish Commitcee; and on the board of trustees of the San Francisco Public
Library. He played an active role at Congregation Emanu-El as well, serving as chairman of the
finance commiiteeappoinred to raise funds for the new Lake Streer synagogue. Marcus Cauffman
Sloss died in San Francisco on May 17, 1958.

MatTHEW TOBRINER:

JusTiCE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Matthew Tobriner was 2 vetsatile, admirable, progressive personalicy. Born April 2, 1904, he
received his early education ar Madison Grammar School and Lowell High School. His higher
education included a B.A. degree in 1924 from Stanford University (graduaring Magna Cum
Laude} as well as an M.A. Degree from Stanford in 1925, Ar Harvard Law School he was
awarded a Bachelor of Law degree in 1927, Following that he attended che University of Cali-
fornia Law School, where he received his ].D. in 1932. As early as 1317, as a religious school
studant ar Temple Emanu-El, chis future Justice exhibited his affinity for the law by serving as
literary editor of The Screff and writing a fictional account of a jury wial. Among the many
positions Justice Tobriner held was Chief Attorney, Solicitor’s Office, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, He pracriced labor law and engaged in general practice until 1959, when
he was appointed to the District Court of Appeal of the State of California. He was later pro-
marted by Governor Edmund G. (Pac) Brown, St. to the position of Justce of the Supreme
Court of the Stare of California. Justice Tobriner was the author of many arricles chac were
published in a multitude of periedicals, including the American Bar Aswociation fournaland the
Law Reviews of Harvard, Columbia and Stanford. He was Associate Professor of Law at Hastings
Law Schocl and served on the Advisory Commirtee of the Lzw Jorrnal A nored Democrat,
Justice Tobriner was vary active in the Democratic Party where he served in various positions.

STEPHEN BREYER:
AssOCIATE JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

Temple Emanu-El taught me about Judaism, about Jewish bistory, and about the spivitual
significance of my veligion, What I learned there as a child has lasted, providing belp in many
ways throughout my life.  —Justice Stephen Breyer

Stephen Breyer was born in San Francisco in 1938, the son of Irving G. and Anne R. Breyer. He
actended religious school and was confirmed ar Temple Emanu-El in 1953. After attending
Lowell High School, Breyer wenc on to graduace with Greac Distincrion from Stanford Univer-
sity in 1959, receive First Class Honors from Cuford University, Magdalen College in 1261
and graduate magna cum lande from Harvard Law School in 1964, where he also served as
arricles editor for the Harvard Law Beview. Prior to assuming professorships at the Harvard
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work and was a strong proponent of Jewish Wornen of San Francisco and B'nai B'rith. Of equal
importance to him was Jewish educarion and, along wich Rabbis Jacob Voorsanger, Jacob Nieto
(Sherith Israel) and Myer 5. Lavy (Beth Israel) he helped w establish the Jewish Educarional
Society of San Francisco. Although his addresses in Congress were often peppered with refer-
ences from both Jewish and Christian scripture, his religious beliefs did not take precedence
over political views, Indeed, his fierce American patriotism led to a strong disavowal of Zion-
igm, for he felt allegiance to a Jewish state conflicred with one’s foyalty o America and clashed
with the fundamenral American policy of separarion between Church and Srace.

Julius Kahr's most prominent Congressional work was done on behalf of the military through-
our the period surrounding World War I. His wemendous loyalty to the United States (born of
a belief that “enly in America” could a Jewish immigrant youth such as himself rise to a position
of national respecr and power) led o ardent support for anything that helped preserve and
protect this country, He was highly influential in che passage of the selective draft law and
served as the Chairman of the House Military Affairs Committee in 1919, Weakened by illness,
Julius Kahn rewurned w San Francisco in 1924, He died an December 18, 1924 at his home ar
2712 Webster Street and lay in state ar San Francisco City Hall. A military processional accom-
panied his body to Temple Emanu-El for setvices prior to his interment in Horne of Peace
Cemerery. Fe was genuinely mourned by colieagues in the Housa of Representatives, who
honored him with a day of memorial addresses on Washingron’s birthday in 1925.

FLORENCE PrRAG KaHN:

TEACHER & UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN

Flotence Prag Kahn was botn in Salt Lake City in 1866, the daughter of Conrad and Mary
{Goldsmith) Prag. Originally from Warsaw, Poland, Conrad Prag arrived in Sz2n Francisco as a
'49er, arrended the first Yom Kippur gathering in 1849 and helped re found Temple Sherith
Isracl, Mary Goldsmith was a San Francisce pioneer as well, having arrived as a child with her
father during the Gold Rush. Conrad Prag died when Florence was ten, leaving Mary and the
child alene, To suppore them, Mary Prag turned to teaching. It proved an impressive career thar
lasted well into her sighties. Florence would prove a worthy successor to her mother. She hoped
to become a lawyer afier graduating from the University of Californiz in 1887, but family
finances made further schooling impossible and Florence began to teach. The first San Fran-
cisco public school teacher with 2 university degree, she raughs at Lowell High School undil her
marriage to newly elected Congressman Julius Kahn in 1899. They moved ro Washington,
where Florence became her husband’s private secretary and puiding force. The Kahns were a
popular couple, as evidenced by Florence's election as secretary of the Congressional Club in
1917. Despite numerous ebligations, this strong-willed woman managed o promote her own
interests, ameng them an ablding concern for Judaism. She was involved in the San Francisco
Jewish Congressand, despite her husband's ardent anti-Zionism, became a member of Hadassah.
She also helped to organize the Jewish National Welfare Fund in 1925. As Julius’ health de-
clined, Flerence became increasingly involved with his congressional duties, When he died, in
1924, she was wc]l-Prepa.rcd to assumne his place in Congrcss‘ Her constituents clearly agrccd.
The firse Jewish wornan in the House of Represencatives, Florence Kahn's tenure encompassed
six consecurive rerms, from 1925-1937. In 1940 she was named Califamnia’s mosr distinguished
woman in pelitics by the Women’s Board of the Golden Gate Intemational Exposition.
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Described by one historian as “witty, forthright, opinionated, a highly colorful character,” Con-
gresswoman Kahn was an effective legislator who, like her husband, did much to support the
Bay Area. Construction of the Bay Bridge was one of the many projects for which she won
congressional approval. She served on numerous committees, among them Education, Appro-
priatiens and Military Affairs, Dedicated ro national securiry, she was dubbed the “mother of
the bureau” by J. Edgar Hoover for her role in helping 1o create the EB.1. She even had the
disunction of being the frst Republican invited to dinner at the White House by DPresident
Franklin D. Roosevelt. Congresswoman Florence Prag Kahn died at her home in San Francisco
on November 16, 1948, and is buried with her husband in Temple Emanu-El’s Hotne of Peace
Cemetery.

MirtoN MARKS, Jr.: CALIFORNIA STATE SENATOR

Bom in 1920, Milton Marks, Jr. was the son of Milton Marks, St., an Assemblyman, Assistant
City Aworney and San Francisco Supervisor. Like his father, Milton Marks, Jr. attended Temple
Emanu-El Religious School, where his ralents were soon evident, He graduared from Galileo
High Schoal, Stanford University and the San Francisco Law School. During World W II,
Marks served in the Army, rising to the rank of major by the time of his discharge in 1946.
Obviously a leader arnong people and a voice for those who did not have 2 voice, “Uncle
Miltie,” as he came 1o be affectionately known, went on to enjoy a thirty=year career as 2 State
Assemblyman, San Francisco Municipal Court Judge and a California Stare Senator—a posi-
tion he held from 1967 until 1996, when he was forced to leave due o term fimits, Shortly
thereafter, he was named to San Francisco’s Commission on the Status of Women by Mayor
Willie E. Brown, Jr, a position he held unit his death in 1998. Servinga tremendously diverse
constituency, Senator Marks remained auentve and responsive to all. He feft an impressive
legacy of environmental, governmental and civil legislation, most notably the creation of the
Bay Conservation and Development Commission, the Office of Hisvoric Conservation, the
Lirtle Hoover Comimission (to monitor governmental waste), a state anti-drug program, and
protection for the rights of the disabled. Ameng the numerous comments made npon Senator
Marks’ death in 1998 was this from State Senator Quentin Kopp: “He was 2 man of many
talents and emblematic of 2 family which devoted itself to San Frangisco. He was San Francisco's
most dogged campaigner. Nobody surpassed him for faithfulness to civicand community events,
And he was a sweet man.”

Di1anNNE FEINSTEIN: UNTTED STATES SENATOR

For my family and me, Temple Emanu-El has been more than just the *Tomple in our backyard’
It bas boen & howse of learning, a house of worship, and the home of ¢ warnt and foving commmn-
nity with wham we have been privileged to share so much af aur fives.~—Sen, Dianne Feinstein

Senacor Feinstein was born in San Francisco in 1933 and received a BA. in History from
Stanford University in 1955. In 1960 she was appointed to the women’s parole board by Cali-
fornia Governor Pat Brown, a position she held until her election to the San Francisco County
Board of Supervisors in 1969. Following the tragic assassinations of Mayor George Moscone
and Supervisor Harvey Milk in Movember 1978 she was appointed Mayor of San Francisco, an
office she held for rwo consecurive terms. Dianne Feinstein’s tenure as 2 United States Senacor
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began in 1992 with an election that generated the most votes cast for a senator in Armerican
history. She curcen dy serves on the Senate Judiciary Comenittee (the first woman ever to do so),
the Appropriations Commitree and the Rules and Administration Commictee, She is also chair
of the Senare Cancer Coalition and Vice-Chair of the National Dialogue on Cancer, 2 coalition
of 110 major cancer organizations and scientists working towards research, care, trearment, and
acure for cancer. Many of the policies Senator Feinseein has authored address our nation’s need
for Tikkun Olam. Among them are the Headwarers Forest Agreement; passage of 2 ban nn the
manufaceure, sale and possession of military style assault weapons; the California Desert Pro-
tection Act; co-authoring the Gun Free Schools Act and the Criminal Streer Gang Abatement
Act; and the Oray Mountain Wilderness Act. In addition, she is a member of numerous Senare
Subcommittees. including Immigration, Youth Vislence, Interior, Labot/HHS, and Agticul-
ture.

Marcus C. S1oss: JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF CALIFORNIA
Martcus Cauffman Sloss was born in San Franeisce on February 28, 1869, the son of wealthy
philanthropists Louis and Sarah (Greenebaum) Sloss. After actending San Francisco public
schools and che Belmont
Schaol, Marcus deparred
for Harvard, where he re-
ceived 2n A B, in 1890 as
well asan A.M. and L.L.
B. in 1893, Later that
year, Sloss was admitted
to the Bar of the Supetior
Court of California and
became a member of che
hirm of Chickering, Tho-
mas, Gregory, Gerstle,
and Sloss. M.C. Sloss be-
gan 2 distinguished judi-
cizl career in November _
1900 with his election 0 4"
the Supetior Courr of San
Francisco County, a term
he served from 1901-
1906. In 1906 Governor George C. Pardee appoinred him to the California Supreme Court in
place of the recently deceased Justice Van Dyke. Contemporary comments in the press reflecta
very positive impression of Sloss, referring to him as a man of “spotless integrity” 20d “sound
judgment.” Five years later, he was duly-elected o a full owelve year term. A man of generally
liberal politics, he authored opinicns on California labor {including support for the Workmen's
Compensarion Act and an eight hour work day for women} and water rights laws, Justice Sloss
retired from the Court in 1919 to resume private practice. He remained active for the next

ewenty-five years, during which time he argued two cases before the United Srates Supreme
COUI.'L

: A .
Judge M.C. and Hatric H. Sloss, wd. (Courtesy the Western Jewish
History Center, Magnes Musewn, Berkeley)
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