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Tauber SPARK!
MAR 12, 19, 26

House of Cohen
EXCLUSIVE SPOTLIGHT
WITH PERLA BATALLA

MAR Purim

23 PALOOZA

UPCOMING EVENTS
The House of Cohen
Sunday, March 31, 5:00 – 7:00 pm, Temple Emanu-El
Congregation Emanu-El will provide its own unique spin on this exciting homage to Leonard Cohen. Cantors Marsha
Attie and Arik Luck along with jazz great Pamela Rose will join Perla Batalla on stage for this outstanding performance.
You’ll want to be there!

Don’t miss this extraordinary evening!
Buy your tickets online at
https://tinyurl.com/houseofcohentix Hallelujah!

The critics agree and you will, too!
“Batalla brings the
house down!”
— The Guardian

“Onstage, offstage,
digital or analog,
I love Perla Batalla.”
— Leonard Cohen

“Batalla’s gorgeous, rich, contralto voice
adds another layer of beauty to Cohen’s
elegantly crafted songs.”

“For those uninitiated
to the glories of the
songs of Leonard Cohen,
this is a wonderful
introduction. For the
rest of us, it is simply
heavenly.”
— Sing Out Magazine

— San Jose Mercury News

“Spellbinding!”
— San Francisco Chronicle

These concerts are funded by a generous grant from the Ingrid D. Tauber Fund.
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SHALOM RAV FROM OUR RABBI
Purim and How We Dress By Richard and Rhoda Goldman Senior Rabbi Beth Singer

O

f all the Purim costumes I ever wore, the most

Some argue that dressing up

popular was my See’s Candy Lady costume. Sure, it

emphasizes class distinctions.

was impressive that I got a real See’s employee to loan me

Wealthier people can afford

her official uniform, but what the Purim celebrants really

beautiful formal clothing, while

appreciated were the free chocolate samples! Choosing

people with lower incomes

a Purim costume is a venerated tradition in Jewish

have smaller wardrobe

communities throughout the world. In Israel, in the days

budgets. In the 1960s, young

leading up to Purim, Jewish Israeli children wear Purim

Jews criticized older Jews for

costumes in public the way children here in the U.S. dress

showing up at the High Holy

up for Halloween.

Days in the latest fashion.

Purim gives us an opportunity to reflect on the choices

They called it hypocritical and

we make when we outfit ourselves. If you stop and think
about the message of Purim, a costume can be viewed
metaphorically: it allows us both to dress up as something

charged that some people
judge others by what they
wear on the outside rather

we are not or to disguise ourselves so others will not see

than by the character they have, or lack, on the inside.

us as we are. Esther dressed in such a fashion that the

As someone who truly enjoys dressing up for Purim, I find

king did not know she was Jewish. She used a costume to

myself torn regarding the importance of dressing nicely

identity.
The Torah includes many passages
about costumes and the dress we use
for worship. The priests and all Temple
functionaries wore costumes that would
easily associate them with their roles in
the Temple sacrificial system. Aaron and
his sons wore costumes for ordination
and other sacred ceremonies.
When I was a child, people tended to

“

we should always “look presentable,”

At Temple, people

still dress up for High

a standard that can be met regardless
of wardrobe budget. I personally like
dressing up in nicer clothing for Temple

Holy Days, but dress

or for the theater because, in so doing,

more casually for

I’m saying that “this moment matters.”

Shabbat services. Why

That is the story our formal clothing tells
at High Holy Days, Shabbat, and festival

is that? And is it a

services. On the other hand, I would

positive or negative?

much rather see someone at Temple

dress more formally for synagogue,
public cultural events, and even air
travel. In essence, dressing up for special occasions is a
form of costume. Whether it be a suit and tie, a dress and
stockings, a party dress or ball gown, other formal attire,
bridal wear, etc., we wear such “costumes” to distinguish
special times from the more mundane.
Even today, dress codes are still observed at bat and
bar mitzvahs, weddings, opening nights at the opera,
funerals, and the like, although this etiquette has relaxed
over the past four decades or so (most notably at the
theater, opera, and concert hall). At Temple, people still
dress up for the High Holy Days, but dress more casually
for Shabbat services. Why is that? And is it a positive or
negative?

for Temple. My mom taught us that

“

disguise something essential about her

in casual clothing than not at Temple
at all. In the scheme of values, being
present and participatory and not judged

by outer appearance is more important than “honoring
Shabbat” by wearing fancy clothing.
Queen Esther presented herself as one of the most
beautiful and exquisitely dressed women of the land.
However, the Megillah assures us that there was more to
her than met the eye. Esther is remembered not for her
fabulous outfits, but for mustering the courage to confront
evil in her midst even if she had to risk her own position to
do so.
Our clothing is our costume. It is nice to honor an occasion
like Shabbat by dressing especially for it, but more than
anything else, it is our character — i.e., what lies beneath
the costume — that matters most.
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COMMUNITY
JOIN US FOR PURIM!
Family Purim Celebration:
Shushan’s Bazaar!

text here

Sunday, March 17, Carnival 3:00 – 5:30 pm,
Purim Spiel 5:30 – 6:15 pm
Offering festivities for all ages, Shushan’s Bazaar will
feature carnival games, human foosball, jumpy houses, an
animal show, face painting, henna tattoos, twisted balloons,
hamantashen baking, a selfie photo booth, music, and
art! Get ready for some serious fun with the carnival, the
“Spiel,” and the annual bake sale! Other food for sale will
include pizza, hot dogs, nachos, and cotton candy.

The Whole Megillah:
A Reading For Adults
Wednesday, March 20, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
On the night of Purim, join us for a lively
discussion, a light meal, and the chance to
imbibe until you can’t tell the difference
between Haman and Mordechai as we make
our way through the whole Megillah. The
book of Esther is about power, sexism, and
inflated ego... hmm, that sounds strangely
contemporary!

PurimPalooza 2019
Saturday, March 23,
9:00 pm – 2:00 am,
VERSO, 1525 Mission Street,
San Francisco
The Bay Area’s biggest and best
young adult Purim party is back
and better than ever for its sixth
consecutive year! Presented by
Congregation Emanu-El’s Young
Adult Community, PurimPalooza will be a night filled with dancing, drinking, costumes, a
photo booth, and more! Join us at one of San Francisco’s hottest nightclubs – VERSO! We’ll
have the venue privately booked for the entire night, with a fantastic lineup of DJs spinning on
the main stage, making this a party you won’t want to miss! In addition to the nightclub, we
are excited to share that we have also privately booked The Forgery, a craft cocktail lounge
and bar located directly next door and connected to VERSO. We look forward to seeing you
there! To purchase tickets to PurimiPalooza, please visit emanuelsf.org/purim.
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Shabbat Calendar
March
Friday, March 1
5:30 pm, First Friday Under Five
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
6:00 pm, Classic Shabbat Service
(Main Sanctuary)
Saturday, March 2
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
Friday, March 8
6:00 pm, One Shabbat Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
8:30 pm, Young Adult Late Shabbat
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
Saturday, March 9
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Main Sanctuary)

Senior and Disabled
Transportation to Monthly
Classic Shabbat Services
Thanks to a partnership with the Jewish Community
Federation, we offer transportation to our monthly Classic
Shabbat service at no cost for San Francisco residents.
Congregation Emanu-El and the Federation share the
price of hiring transportation services through SilverRide.
The Classic Shabbat service is held in the Main Sanctuary
on the first Friday of every month at 6:00 pm (with
pre-Oneg at 5:30 pm). To reserve a ride to this service,
contact Julie Levine at julblevine@aol.com or Terry Kraus
at tkraus@emanuelsf.org or (415) 750-7552.

Sponsor an Oneg Shabbat
Sponsoring an Oneg-Shabbat for Friday evening
is a lovely way to honor or remember a loved one
or to celebrate a Simcha. When you sponsor an OnegShabbat, you help us welcome Shabbat with the
warmth and community that are characteristic of our
congregation. For more details, please contact Svetlana
Leykin at sleykin@emanuelsf.org or (415) 751-2541 x123.

Friday, March 15
6:00 pm, One Shabbat Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
Saturday, March 16
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Main Sanctuary)
Friday, March 22
6:00 pm, One Shabbat Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
Saturday, March 23
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Main Sanctuary)
Friday, March 29
6:00 pm, One Shabbat Service
(Martin Meyer Sanctuary)
Saturday, March 30
10:30 am, Shabbat Morning Service
(Main Sanctuary)

We need teachers!
Congregation Emanu-El Preschool is seeking a lead
classroom teacher and support teachers for our extended
day program! Our school is on a journey to become a
model Jewish preschool that upholds contemporary best
practices in the field of early childhood education. We use
an inquiry-based approach to learning where teachers
and children co-construct curriculum that is grounded
in Jewish culture and traditions while interweaving
developmentally appropriate lessons. Teacher research
and pedagogical documentation are central to our work,
as are responsive and reflective teaching practices. Fulltime and part time positions are available. To inquire,
please contact Liana Miyamura, Assistant Director of
Early Childhood Education, at LMiyamura@emanuelsf.org.

EMANU-EL SF 5

Emanu-El Spotlight:
PERLA BATALLA

By Byron Gordon, Communications/Marketing
What a treat for Leonard Cohen fans and the Emanu-El
community! Eclectic singer-songwriter and Grammynominated Perla Batalla will be performing Cohen’s music
on March 31. Exploring a full range of Jewish music while
adding Emanu-El’s brilliant local voices ensure a joyous
celebration for all in attendance. Perla took time out of her
busy touring schedule to fill me in a bit more about her
upcoming appearance.

Byron: What exactly is House of Cohen?
Perla: After two world tours singing backing vocals, I
started singing Leonard’s songs on my own many years
ago. I would visit Leonard regularly at his modest home
in Los Angeles, and one day as we sat and had coffee in
his kitchen, he mentioned to me that he was well aware
of the changes in the music business and how he may no
longer be relevant. I decided to record a tribute to him
just to express my love and appreciation for him and his
profound body of work. It was a total labor of love for me.
I was so pleased that he came by the studio to give me his
blessing and take some photos. Shortly after the recording,
I began to tour with the release of “Bird on the Wire” and
I found it was the perfect opportunity to tell MY stories of
my friendship and travels with Leo. And since we spent a
great deal of time at that small pine table in his kitchen, I
decided to call these concerts “Perla Batalla in the House
of Cohen.”
What was Leonard like to work with?
He was not only a mentor and a friend, but also a very
great inspiration. Being as I was young when I worked
with Leonard — I was in my 20s — I watched him like I
was watching a master and learning as much as I possibly
could. His need to always seek the comfort of his audience
was truly generous and all too rare. We began working
together in the 1980s and we never lost touch, even after
I was touring on my own. In Leonard’s earlier tours, he
would tell stories before every song — very funny, honest
stories about his life.

Each night he’d tell similar stories, but they
always seemed fresh — like I’d never heard
them before — I think that was because
of his honesty, and his ability to show up
and always be authentic, be authentically
Leonard Cohen.
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Many of Cohen’s songs have a spiritual bent to them.
During Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, Leonard Cohen’s
“Who by Fire” is also frequently heard in synagogues.
This song is based on the Unetaneh Tokef prayer, one
of our most sacred pieces of liturgy that speaks of the
fragility and uncertainty of life. How do Cohen’s songs
affect you personally?
For me, it is his imagery, use of metaphor and painful
honesty, which gives Leonard’s lyrics such depth of
meaning. His poems and songs are also intrinsically
personal. When I sing his songs, Leonard’s lyrics help
sustain me. I reinterpret them with each performance. Plus,
his lifetime dedication to his craft at the expense of all else
is the epitome of devotion to beauty.
He had a huge impact on what I do and how I perform. If I
approach a song with unconditional honesty, the meaning
is not static; it can ebb and flow as I relate the words to my
own life and experiences.
What other kind of music have you performed in your
life?
I didn’t choose singing. It chose me. I come from a long
line of musicians on my father’s side in Mexico and theater
people on my mother’s side of the family in Argentina.
My father was a singer and my uncle Cipriano Silva was a
trumpet player with the world-famous Mariachi Vargas de
Tehcalitlan. My desire to sing came early; when my family
took a camping trip, I can remember sitting by myself
among the redwoods singing to them. I made up a song
and it felt strange, but good. Trees are a very attentive
audience.

I grew up in Venice, California. Our family owned a Mexican
record shop called Discoteca Batalla, which served as an
important hub for Latino culture in west L.A. I constantly
feel the push and pull of the Afro-Mexican influence from
my father and the Euro-Argentinian-Jewish elements from
my mom. This is my own Mestiza mix. I wouldn’t trade it
for the world. From all sides, theatricality is in my bones,
my roots. I don’t only use my voice to sing a song. To
completely engage, I have to use my entire body. And it
has to be sincere. It has to come from within.
When I was a little older, I remember watching my uncles
and my father (who were usually pretty scary) singing
traditional songs after dinner and openly weeping as they
sang, and it occurred to me at the time that music seemed
to have a unique power.
By the time I was in my teens, I was studying opera
privately and singing in clubs at night; I have never wanted
to do anything else. Since then, I have performed pop, jazz,
Latin, classical, original compositions (the LA Museum of
Contemporary Art commissioned me to write a song cycle
based on their women’s impressionist exhibit)…you name it.
You mentioned in earlier interviews about possibly doing
a Volume Two of Cohen’s songs. Is that still in the works?
Any other projects you care to tease us about?
I recently returned from a month in Europe performing
“House of Cohen” with a group of brilliant Catalan

musicians from Barcelona. We have already begun initial
tracking on some devastatingly beautiful arrangements…
more to come.
Talk about the arrangement and/or program for your
upcoming show at Emanu-El. What can listeners expect?
In addition to my personal Cohen tribute, some very
talented members of Congregation Emanu-El will also
be performing. I will bring a pianist named Michael Sobie
and an oud player named Dimitris Mahlis, whose solo
compositions you can hear in the soundtrack to the
movie “Argo.” (By the way, Leonard also toured with
an oud player all throughout our world tours together.)
Michael Sobie recently returned after touring as assistant
conductor and pianist with the Game of Thrones Concert
Stadium Tour. Michael also performs as the principal
pops pianist with the Grand Rapids Symphony and has
toured internationally as pianist/conductor with countless
Broadway musicals. They are both a dream to work with.
Could you share a couple of stories about Leonard,
whose life seems enigmatic to so many?
Leonard lived to tell a joke or a good story… and I promise
to share some great Leonard stories during our show at
Emanu-El.

The Emanu-El Board “Retreated” to Manny’s in the Mission

T

he Congregation Emanu-El Board
of Directors held its annual retreat
at Manny’s, a civic social gathering
space in San Francisco. Manny’s has
been the target of protests and calls to
shut down because the owner, Manny
Yekutiel, wished Israel a “happy 70th
birthday” on social media. (See the
January 2 “Inside” email to the EmanuEl community from Senior Rabbis Beth
Manny Yekutiel and Jonathan Singer). To show support,
the Emanu-El Board of Directors held
its first meeting of the year at Manny’s!
That decision was about more than just helping a young
Jewish professional who is doing good work in the
community. Emanu-El and Manny’s values and mission
share common themes:
From Manny’s website: “In an era where our conversations,
our connections, and much of our civic discourse is
happening digitally, we believe that we need to come

together in person now more than ever. We’ve built a civic
social gathering space in the heart of our San Francisco
that combines a cafe, restaurant, civil rights themed
bookstore, and a community gathering and programming
space.”
From Emanu-El’s Business Plan for Community Gathering:
“In a time of isolation, people are looking for connection
and meaning, people need the type of Judaism EmanuelEl practices more than ever. Emanu-El is a place where
people want to stay because it’s comfortable and joyous
and welcomes small, intimate gatherings, planned and
spontaneous, for moments of learning, worship, and
engagement. We welcome all who seek to learn, pray,
connect, and act.”
As you can see, Manny’s and Emanu-El are two very
different organizations that share a belief in the power of
face-to-face conversations to deepen connection, form
stronger communities, and make the world more just.
David Goldman, Executive Director
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ADULT EDUCATION
How Jewish Feminists
Transformed Judaism and
American Culture

Rabbi Jane Litman

We all need a little SPARK
in our lives!
Tauber SPARK offers a “mini-university” where you
choose one of three courses from our esteemed
educators to attend over three consecutive weeks. Each
night of SPARK also features a different keynote speaker.

Nosh – Schmooze – SPARK your Jewish learning!
Tuesdays, March 12, 19, and 26, 6:45 – 9:15 pm,
Temple Emanu-El
Cost: $36 for members; $45 for non-members

Your Course Instructors:
Jewish Masculinity in the
#MeToo Era

Rabbi Joshua Ladon
Reckoning seriously with questions of
power and gender inequality requires
us to investigate and reimagine
notions of masculinity. In this class,
we will study traditional Jewish texts
in new ways. We will focus on key
questions about power, vulnerability,
and equality. We will aim to take seriously what a full and
textured Jewish understanding of masculinity can mean
and how our texts may lead us to think and act differently.
Rabbi Joshua Ladon is West Coast Director of Education
for Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, where
he oversees educational and programmatic activity in
the San Francisco Bay Area. Rabbi Ladon received a B.A.
from Washington University in St. Louis, an M.A. in Jewish
Thought at Tel Aviv University, and his rabbinic ordination
at the Shalom Hartman Institute. He is currently a doctoral
student in Jewish Education at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York.
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All four non-Orthodox denominations
(Reform, Conservative,
Reconstructionist, and Renewal)
are now headed by women! This would have been
unimaginable forty years ago, and unlikely even a decade
ago. But over the course of one generation, Jewish life and
practice have changed dramatically to include women’s
voices and perceptions, allowing for more creative and
flexible Jewish observance for both men and women.
At the same time, Jewish women have brought a unique
vision of empowerment to American culture as a whole.
Jewish values such as education, free speech, tolerance,
and hard work have produced Jewish women Supreme
Court justices, politicians, writers, filmmakers, artists, and
intellectuals whose ideas have inspired mainstream society.
Rabbi Jane Litman directs the Jewish Roundtable at
the Pacific School of Religion. Prior to this position,
she was the Senior Congregational Consultant of
the Reconstructionist Movement, advising over 100
congregations in North America. She has been on the
faculty of American Jewish University; California State
University, Northridge; and Loyola Marymount University.
Rabbi Litman is the rabbinic co-chair of the Progressive
Jewish Alliance and on the executive committee of Clergy
and Laity United for Economic Justice.

Things They Never Taught
You in Hebrew School:
The Practice of Mussar

Rabbi Beth Singer
Rabbi Beth Singer will offer an
introduction to the concept of Mussar,
an old but evolving Jewish practice
that involves working on specific soul traits in order to be
a better person in the world. This course will cover a brief
history of Mussar, and we will learn how to develop a few
positive traits such as humility, generosity, and equanimity.
The third session will be taught by a special guest teacher.
Rabbi Singer is the Richard and Rhoda Goldman Senior
Rabbi at Congregation Emanu El. Ordained at Hebrew
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, she also earned
her undergraduate degree from Pomona College. Before
coming to Emanu-El in August 2013, Rabbi Singer served
as Temple Beth Am’s Co-Senior Rabbi in Seattle for sixteen
years.

Keynote speakers will include:
MARCH 12
Good News from Israel:
Medical Achievements and
Daily Miracles at Rabin
Medical Center, Israel’s
Premier Hospital

Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, Ph.D.
Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut, Ph.D. reveals how Israel’s premier
hospital — Rabin Medical Center — has become a
beacon of light in the Middle East and beyond. Founded
in 1936, Rabin Medical Center is a global leader in
healthcare, with the leading cancer center, women’s
hospital, ER and trauma center, and a vast research
center. The center’s Medical Exchange Doctors Program
has brought 100 doctors to the U.S. (including at
Stanford Medical Center and University of San Francisco
Medical School) in recent years to study and observe.
Rabin Medical Center is a model of peaceful coexistence:
it treats a million patients annually, and a third of its
patients and staff of 4,500 are Israeli Arabs.
Rabbi Plaut is the full-time Executive Director of
American Friends of Rabin Medical Center, a New
York-based national nonprofit that raises funds and
awareness for the center. Rabbi Plaut leads New York
City’s Metropolitan Synagogue, and previously led
communities in Martha’s Vineyard and Connecticut
as well as being a Jewish Chaplain at MIT. He is also a
prolific photographer and author.
Rabbi Plaut’s most recent book, “A Kosher Christmas:
‘Tis the Season to Be Jewish” (Rutgers University,
October 2012) is the first book to be written on the
subject of Jews and Christmas. He is currently writing
a book about the civil rights movement in Great Neck,
Long Island circa 1961, including his father’s (Rabbi
Walter Plaut) Freedom Ride. As an acclaimed American
photographer of Jewish life in the diaspora, Rabbi Plaut’s
ten photography exhibitions and photographs — on
subjects ranging from Central Asia to the Balkans to
the American South to Jewish markets and merchants
throughout the world — are in private collections and
have been displayed at major museums and galleries
across the U.S., Europe, and Israel.

MARCH 19
Black Power, Jewish
Politics: Reinventing the
Alliance in the 1960s

Professor Marc Dollinger,
Ph.D.
Dr. Marc Dollinger’s most recent
book — Black Power, Jewish Politics: Reinventing the
Alliance in the 1960s (2018, Brandeis University Press) —
takes a new and different look at Jewish involvement in
civil rights, showing how American Jews leveraged the
Black Power movement to increase Jewish ethnic and
religious identity in the late 1960s and early 1970s. Join
us as we explore never-before-seen historical documents
that reveal a story hidden from view for over half a
century. With so much contemporary interest in Black
Lives Matter and the larger questions of race and justice,
we’ll explore a fascinating and surprising Jewish past!
Dr. Dollinger holds the Richard and Rhoda Goldman
Endowed Chair in Jewish Studies and Social
Responsibility at San Francisco State University. He is
the author of four scholarly books in American Jewish
history. His next project traces his own experience of
fighting anti-Semitism at both right-wing and left-wing
universities. Dr. Dollinger is a past president of both
the Jewish Community High School of the Bay and
Brandeis Hillel Day School. He serves as an academic
vice president of Lehrhaus Judaica as well as a trustee
of URJ Camp Newman. He sits on the California advisory
committee to the United States Commission on Civil
Rights, was named 2008 Volunteer of the Year by the
San Francisco Jewish Community Federation, and was
awarded the Jewish Community Relations Council’s
2015 Courageous Leadership Award. And just for fun,
Dr. Dollinger helped actress Helen Hunt learn about her
Jewish roots on the prime-time NBC show, “Who Do You
Think You Are?”

MARCH 26
Shaping Your Destiny: How
Rabbi Leo Trepp turned an
Atrocity into a Force of Life
Gunda Trepp
Gunda Trepp is a trained attorney
and journalist. She has written for
major German publications and has broadcast on a
variety of topics, including economics, politics, cultural
affairs, and, most personally, issues facing the Jewish
world. Ms. Gunda is the author and editor of five nonfiction books, and she is currently working on two new
books. Ms. Gunda has lectured on the consequences of
the Shoah and the rise of new anti-Semitism as well as
about Jewish ethics and culture.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
A

s a large congregation, we recognize the importance of small group connection, so we create many opportunities
for learning, socializing, and enjoying local culture together. These group gatherings generally occur in the evening
hours or on weekends. Refer to the Community or Social Justice pages on our website for more information and staff
contact information.
Remember to register online in the MyEmanu-El portal for all of these programs (unless otherwise noted below) so we
know to expect you.
Your Community Engagement Team:
Terry Kraus
tkraus@emanuelsf.org, x111

Shelby David
sdavid@emanuelsf.org x177

Frana Price
fprice@emanuelsf.org, x0

Ann Jackson
ajackson@emanuelsf.org x138

Rebecca Reiner
rreiner@emanuelsf.org, x170

Weekday Activities at the Temple
Choose one or more and participate!

Cooking for Congregants
Thursdays, March 14 and 28, 9:00 – 11:00 am,
Emanu-El Kitchen
Be one of two volunteers
preparing meals for
Emanu-El congregants
who are facing significant
life challenges. You’ll be
under the guidance of
former restaurant owner
Gail Laghi and chef Sari
Swig. New participants
are welcome! Register at
the Temple website by the
Tuesday before each cooking day, or call Shelby David at
(415) 751-2541 x177.
While volunteer slots for Cooking for Congregants are
limited due to the layout of our kitchen, you can help
by calling the Temple office when you become aware
of congregants who are grieving or ill or have become
new parents. By law, hospitals will not release patient
information, so clergy and staff rely on the congregant
network to enable us to reach out.
Under the skilled leadership of chefs Gail Laghi and Sari
Swig, volunteers prepare delicious meals. Here’s just one of
many expressions of appreciation:
“Thank you so much. Sari just dropped off a week’s
worth of meals for my family and me. I can’t tell you how
surprised I am by this generosity. Please let the Cooking
for Congregants team know that I am so grateful for this
lovely gift. With lots of gratitude.”
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The Stories of Your Life:
Guided Autobiography and
Life Review Writing
Monday, March 4, 10:00 am – noon, Room 53
No charge; any skill level welcomed.
This is a great opportunity for self-reflection and the
chance to tell your unique story while also getting to know
other warm and wonderful members of our congregation.
Join this friendly group that meets monthly to share
stories on assigned themes. It’s about the story, so no
writing experience is necessary.
New participants are always welcome! Online registration
is required. For more information, contact the group
facilitator Nancy Alpert, LCSW at nalpo@igc.org.

Scrabble
Mondays, March 4, 11, 18,
and 25, 11:00 am – 3:00
pm, Room 57
No charge; drop in; all
ages & experience levels
welcomed.
Do you enjoy the challenge
of putting letters together
to form words? Join the
Scrabble group and play a rousing game or two! Expand
your vocabulary along with your social circle. Bring a
Scrabble set (optional) and, of course, your appreciation
of words. Scrabble meets every Monday except when the
Temple is closed.

Mah Jongg

Bridge Club – Lessons and Game

Tuesdays, March 5, 12,
19, and 26, 1:30 – 4:30
pm, Rinder Chapel

Tuesdays, March 12 and 26, 10:00 am – noon,
Rinder Chapel

No charge; drop in.

If you are beyond the level of novice, join this very popular
and lively group for duplicate-style bridge. Play while
improving your game. Certified bridge instructor and
American Contract Bridge League champion
Deborah Murphy is the instructor.

These sessions are
open to all levels of
experience, but you
must know the basics
as there will be no teaching — play time only! Arrive within
the first half hour if you have any questions.

Cost: Members $20; friends of members $25; drop-in

Congregant Groups & Gatherings
Meet other congregants at these weekend and evening get-togethers! Register online! Contact Terry Kraus
(tkraus@emanuelsf.org) with any questions.

The Men’s Group with Rabbi Jonathan

Two Baby Groups Available!

Sunday, March 17, 9:30 – 11:30 am, private residence
(address provided upon registration)

Cost: Members FREE; $10/session for non-members
(first session free)

Men of Congregation Emanu-El have a monthly
opportunity to socialize and study with a member of the
clergy at a private home. This cross-generational group
provides a small group experience so important to building
community. All events are held at the same time (9:30 –
11:30 am) unless otherwise noted. Men’s Group events are
congregant-only and require registration.

Drop in with your little one and spend time with other
parents. Join us as we prepare to welcome Shabbat
on Fridays and celebrate Havdalah on Mondays. Enjoy
music, stories, puppets, and more with Early Childhood
Educator Mimi Greisman. Take advantage of a wonderful
opportunity to connect with other parents and create
lasting friendships!

Thanks to donations from two members of the Men’s
Group, the majority of gatherings are now offered for free.

Bagels and Babies
Fridays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29, 9:30 – 11:00 am,
Martin Meyer Reception

Women’s Group — Tea-lightful: A Tea
Tasting at Crown & Crumpet Tea Salon
Wednesday, March 27, 6:00 – 8:00 pm, Crown &
Crumpet Tea Salon, 1746 Post Street, San Francisco
Cost: $18 for members; $24 for prospective members
Join Emanu-El women
for an evening of
exotic tea tasting,
accompanied by sweet
and savory pairings.
Amy Denebeim Dean
(long-time Emanu-El
member and owner of
Crown & Crumpet Tea
Salon) and her trusty
sidekick Elissa Winer
will lead you on this culinary adventure as we explore the
world and history of tea.
Registration required by logging into your MyEmanu-El
membership portal on the home page. The registration
deadline is March 24.

Mazel Tots! (birth to 18 months)
Mondays, March March, 4, 11, 18, and 25, 9:30 – 11:00 am,
Martin Meyer Reception

Side by Side
Two sessions per week for 8 weeks (16 total sessions).
Tuesdays and Thursdays, March 5 through April 25,
Temple Emanu-El
Cost: $360 for members; $485 for non-members
Emanu-El’s Side by Side program introduces young children
(18 months to 2½ years) to a preschool environment with
their parent or caregiver by their side. Our Side by Side
program is rich in Jewish content, celebrating Jewish
traditions and holidays. This program provides a wonderful
introduction to preschool that will deepen relationships in
our community and launch a meaningful beginning to the
school experience for both parents and children. Register
now for the winter 2019 session!
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Tzedek Council
What is the Tzedek Council?
The Congregation Emanu-El Tzedek Council was launched in August 2015 as a congregant-,
board-, and clergy-run group, charged with the task of raising our participation and impact
in the social justice arena.

Emanu-El’s Impact on Youth Homelessness:

Light of Giving Program

Hear directly from congregants and the youth we’ve
supported!

In December, the Tzedek Council hosted “Light of Giving,”
an afternoon of service and community, where we
assembled 300 backpacks containing winter essentials for
youth facing homelessness in San Francisco. These bags
— which included clothing, rain gear, and other necessities
— were distributed to the youth served by Larkin Street
Youth Services. San Francisco has more than 1,300 youth
who are without shelter every night. Our hope is that by
distributing the backpacks, we were able to enhance wellbeing and show our support during a difficult time in the
lives of these young people. We recently received this note
in response:

G-House Dinners
Run by the Larkin
Street Youth Services,
G-House — a 20-bed
housing program for
San Francisco homeless
young adults (ages
18–24, transitioning
from adolescence to
adulthood) — provides
residents with the tools
they need to remove the
obstacles that threaten
their successful transition
to independent living.
Emanu-El has partnered Judy Nadel (l) with Rebecca
with G House to support Reiner
the youth integrating
into the community by bringing in volunteers on Sunday
evenings to cook, eat, and build meaningful relationships
with the residents.
“Last Sunday, Rebecca Reiner and I served a Chinese
dinner and had the opportunity to get to know the
residents. We learned so much that evening. Each resident
is on his or her particular path. Jason sings downtown
on Market Street near the Westfield Center where he is
remunerated for his talent. Jason sang for us at dinner.
Noah attends City College. His goal is to become an
emergency room doctor. Noah is also a guitarist and
provided mellow background music for the evening. Gentry
works full-time in landscape gardening, but his passion
is hip-hop music. We are going to send him the CD of
‘Hamilton’ to further his interest. The efforts of these young
people to pull their lives back together is an inspiration,
and the evening was truly an uplifting experience.”
– Judy Nadel, Tzedek Council member
“It was another awesome dinner, each one of you were
flexible and kind. Our youth really enjoy volunteers cooking
(bringing dinners too) for them, taking time out of their
busy lives, and engaging in their home. It’s a beautiful thing
to see different cultures, community getting together and
breaking bread so to speak and filling the room with pure
unconditional love and humanity.” – G-House
12 MARCH 2019

“I received a backpack gift from you and was touched by
your thoughtfulness. I am very grateful that you’ve taken
time to select such a perfect gift for me. Your generosity
and kindness holds a special place in my heart. This
backpack will always remind me of you every moment.
I am really thankful to you for thinking of me. You will
always be a page in the book that holds the story of my
life. Thank you!!!” – Larkin Street client

FAMILY AND YOUTH
TISCH – Teens In Spiritual Community
Monthly Teen Shabbat
Experience
Dinner – Acoustic Shabbat
service – Friends – Fun
programming – Dessert –
All for free!!!
Friday, March 22, 6:15 – 8:15 pm
On the fourth Friday of every month, teens come together
for an evening of hanging out with Jewish friends,
wonderful music, and fantastic food. If you are in 9th
through 12th grade and looking to connect with other peers
in a Jewish setting, this is the place for you. Check us out!
The TISCH program is part of the Jewish Teen Education
and Engagement Initiative (Teen Initiative). The Teen
Initiative is a project of the Jewish Federation, in partnership
with the Jewish Community Foundation of the East Bay and
with support from the Jim Joseph Foundation.

“Emanu-El Reads” Book Group
Our Spring Book: “History of Love”
by Nicole Krauss
Book Discussion Meeting TBD
Leo Gursky taps his radiator each evening
to let his upstairs neighbor know he’s
still alive. But it wasn’t always like this: in
the Polish village of his youth, he fell in
love and wrote a book. Sixty years later and half a world
away, fourteen-year-old Alma, who was named after a
character in that book, undertakes an adventure to find
her namesake and save her family. With virtuosic skill and
soaring imaginative power, Nicole Krauss gradually draws
these stories together toward a climax of “extraordinary
depth and beauty” (Newsday).

Pet Lovers – Save the Date!
Saturday, April 13, 1:30 pm
Bring your furry one(s) to our third
annual Blessing of the Animals! We’ll
meet in the Temple Courtyard for a
brief, meaningful service and then
walk to the Mountain Lake dog park
(sorry, cats). Make new friends, both
two-legged and four-pawed, and
enjoy this special day!

Passover Yoga Sessions with Julie Emden
Fridays, March 1, 8, 15, 22, and
29, 12:00 – 1:30 pm, Temple
Emanu-El
Cost: $10/class (cash on site) or
$40 for the whole series
Prepare for Passover this year with
yoga lessons that deepen your
experience of the Passover holiday
by enhancing your understanding of
key words and phrases from the Exodus story. Each class
will focus on a different moment in the story as we infuse
our movements with qualities implied by the text.
March 1 – Mitzrayim: Finding Fluidity in the Body
March 8 – Shal Na’alecha: Releasing our Habits
March 15 – Kaved Lev: Opening Our Hearts
March 22 – B’toch Hayam: Stepping into the Sea
March 29 – Manna: The Practice of Not Knowing
Drop-ins are welcome! No previous yoga experience
or knowledge about Torah, Hebrew, or Passover are
necessary. Yoga accoutrement will be provided, but you’re
welcome to bring your own mat if you have one.
Julie Emden, RYT-500, is the Founding Director of Embodied
Jewish Learning. Julie is a graduate of five fellowship and
teaching certification programs related to her work as a
Jewish educator, an Iyengar-based yoga instructor, and
a movement/expressive artist. She has two decades of
experience guiding others in exploring Jewish wisdom, text,
and practices via the body within a variety of settings.

Like Biking?

Embodied Jewish Learning offers classes, workshops,
on-line learning, retreats, teacher trainings, and strategic
consultation and guidance for Jewish Wellness Initiatives
throughout the San Francisco Bay Area.

We’re forming a bicycle club of Emanu-El members!
If you’d like to share your contact information with
other riders, please get in touch with Terry Kraus at
membership@emanuelsf.org. Have fun and be safe
out there!
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Thank you to all of our donors. The following gifts were received from November 1, 2018 — January 31, 2019.
GENERAL FUND — used where the
need is greatest at the Temple
Anonymous (1)
Rochelle Anixter

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Harrison Anixter

Rochelle Anixter

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Rabbi David L. Greenberg

David Arrick

in honor of Dillan’s wedding and in
appreciation of Cantor Marsha and the
Singers’ support

Ellen Benjamin

in appreciation of Lani Zinn’s retirement

Inge Berliner

in memory of Rolf Berliner and
Alice Braun

Inge Berliner

in memory of Jack Spang

Ilya Berman and Larisa Lisitsa
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Aron Berman

Gedalia Braverman

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Roy Reinholz

Gedalia Braverman

Jill Garling

in memory of Jeanette Werboff

Clifford and Barbara Gerber
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Robert Gerber

Norman and Sandra Gordon
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Clara Newman

Sonya Gordon

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Maxwell Livshin and Jean Livshin

Jane Graham

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Sylvia J. Roeder

Susen Grossman
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Herbert Grossman

Joseph and Elizabeth Hartog
Cathryn Hilliard
Roean Iscoff

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Marvin Iscoff
in appreciation of hosting
in observance of the Yahrzeit of Zel R. Kahn

Steven Katznelson and Trudy Edelson
in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Jerry Edelson and Edith Arrick

Stephen and Margel Kaufman
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Joseph M. Kaufman

Joshua Kazdin
Daniel and Alla Klionsky

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Silvia Cuperman

in observance of Hanna Katz’s Yahrzeit

Barry Cusick

in honor of Dr. Paul Protter

Yossi Kosti

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Patricia Cusick

James and Ann Lazarus

Bernard and Ruth DeHovitz

Paul and Arlene Leiber

in memory of Marvin Zinn
in memory of Robert Cowan

in memory of Ann Eliaser

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Steven Jon Leiber

Lawrence Edelstein

Paul and Arlene Leiber

in appreciation of the Edelstein Family

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Harry Holtz

Joseph Ehrman III and Diane Ehrman

Jeffrey Levine (2)
Julie and David Levine

in memory of Jean M. Reichert and
Rabbi Irving F. Reichert

Kathie and Russell Eng
William and Ellen Fleishhacker
Marvin and Barbara Fox
in memory of Susan Kaplan

K. Bruce and Lois Friedman
Milton Galant

in memory of Michelle S. Galant
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Jerome and Naomi Manning
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Emanuel Manning

Randall Maycock and
Karen Barton-Maycock

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Sally E.C.M. Voss and Harold D. Barton

Jack Merk and Shelley Abramson

Craig Miller and
Jacqueline Shelton-Miller

in memory of Bob Cowan

Scott and Vicki Kahn

Vladimir and Ada Cuperman

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Robert Mann

Stanley and Joan Gross

Gedalia Braverman

in memory of Laura Pino

Marlene Mann

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Theresa Merk
in observance of Grace Lapin Abramson’s
Yahrzeit

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Toba Greinetz, Elaine Magnin,
Donald Magnin, and Earl Greinetz

Rick Jacobs

Scott and Rachel Burger
Trela Caler and Louis
Loewenstein
Lauren Chanen
Andrew and Suzanne Colvin

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Victor Mashbein and Alan Lipton

Alan and Susie Greinetz

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Ben Braverman
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Anya Braverman

Martin Lipton and Robbin Mashbein

in memory of Al Beckerman and
Bonnie Aaronson

Gershon and Jean Levinson

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Celia Levinson

Linda Liebschutz and Joseph Taylor
in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Edith Liebschutz and Susan Skurow

in observance of George G. Shelton’s
Yahrzeit

Deborah Mitchell
Judy Nadel (2)
Michael Nagel and Rochelle Barlas
Nagel
in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Joseph Nagel and Leon Barlas

Victoria and Mark Nassi
Mavis Nathan
Harry and Marilyn Nebenzahl
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Margaret Miller

Ditka Reiner

in observance of the Yahrzeit of George
Reiner

Roslyn Rhodes

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Solomon Samberg

James and Kathrine Riseman
in memory of Carl Riseman

Barbara Josephine Rolph

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Thomas Bates Rolph

Mark Rosen and Belle Ling

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Lenny Rosen

Aric and Danielle Rubin
Merle Ryan
John and Jane Siegel

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Lawrence Israel

James and Connie Shapiro

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Bernard Schimmel

German and Cynthia Shegalov
John and Jane Siegel
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Ann L. Siegel

Ross Siegel and Sonya Penn

in memory of Rita Holman’s passing

Thank you to all of our donors. The following gifts were received from November 1, 2018 — January 31, 2019.
Beverly Stephens

in memory of Don Stephens

Mark Sugarman

Anita Josefa Barzman MD

Maria Diamond

in appreciation of Cantors Marsha Attie
and Arik Luck

in memory of Abraham Levinas and
Gerald Diamond

Michael Blumenthal

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Belle Blumenthal

Stuart and Debra Eisendrath

James Thomson and Elisabeth Semel
Joanne Tick

Jeffrey Bornstein

Robert and Jennifer Futernick

in memory of Laura Pino
in memory of Max Semel

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Milton H. Tick

Kathleen Tilt

in honor of Tree of Life Synagogue

Wendy Tonkin

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Bert Tonkin

Torah Study Group

in memory of Laura Pino

Gunda Trepp

in memory of Laura Pino

Lauren and Matthew Van Horn
Philip Ward
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Diane Kraft Ward

Herbert Weiner

in memory of Laura Pino

Henry and Carol Winetsky

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Ethel Goldman

in honor of Cantor Attie

Leonard and Michelle Brant

Ralph and Marsha Guggenheim

Valerie Crane Dorfman

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Hyman Datz

in memory of Paul Crane Dorfman and in
gratitude for Rabbi Beth, Rabbi Pearce,
and Cantor Barak

Susan Friedman and Michelle Jean
in honor of Ian Friedman’s Bar Mitzvah

Jordan and Sarah Hymowitz

in honor of Cantor Marsha Attie and
Ein Keloheinu

Fred Levin and Nancy
Livingston

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Lewis Shenson

Hilary Zarrow

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
A. Jess Shenson

Fred Levin and Nancy Livingston

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Scott Zarrow

Donald and Valerie Persky

Naftali and Schirley Zisman

Gabriel Petlin

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Ida Zisman

Naftali and Schirley Zisman

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Joseph Futernick

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Oscar Padams
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Harry Padams
in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Philip Brant, Lena Reshew, and
Miriam Leff

Henry and Carol Winetsky

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Jeanette Winetsky

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Harriet Kesselman Hansher

in honor of Louis Persky’s Bar Mitzvah
in honor of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

Miriam and Eric Reiter

in honor of Susan Cole’s birthday

Maryellen Himell

in honor of Gunda Trepp — for her birthday
and on becoming a Board Member
of the Synagogue!

Alison Datz and Joel Kamisher
Sharon Kaplan

in memory of Phyllis Spandorf

Susan May
Stanley and Ceci Salomon
in memory of Marvin Zinn

Michael and Pamela Schneider

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Lester Schneider, Edward Schneider,
Laura Schneider, and Idela Schneider Jonah

Rita Semel

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Jane Semel

Melanie Sperling

in memory of Juel Blumenthal Morris

Sari Swig

in memory of Francisco Caravayo-Strober

Ilana Shapiro Yahdav and Liron Yahdav
in memory of Janet Quint

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Rebecca Messe Selinger

FOR THE ROOSEVELT FOOD PANTRY

GENERAL FUND FOR TEMPLE
FLOWERS

Barbara Josephine Rolph

Susan Friedman and Michelle Jean

Gilda Schine

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Harvey A. Friedman
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Samuel F. Hacker
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Samuel Friedman

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Elsa Lerner

in honor of Ian Friedman’s Bar Mitzvah

Fred Levin and Nancy Livingston

in appreciation of Cantors Luck
and Attie
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Adele Geltner

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Irma Shenson Levin

Mary Shahbazian

Gabriel Petlin

Steve Sherr and Karen Hall

in honor of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

Mary Shahbazian

in honor of Damani Elijah Chadly

Steve Sherr and Karen Hall
CANTORS’ MUSIC FUND — supports
the Congregation’s music programs
and is used for charitable giving at the
Cantors’ discretion
Anonymous (1)
Jonathan and Kristina Ballon

in celebration of the marriage of
Kristina Sears to Jonathan Ballon

in honor of Damani Elijah Chadly
in honor of Chloe Rose Hall-Sherr’s
Bat Mitzvah

Henry and Carol Winetsky

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Thomas Schutz

EMANU-EL COMMUNITY SERVICE
FUND — promotes and supports
social action and community service
programs
Charles and Lenore Bleadon (2)
Adele Corvin

Leslie Friedman and Jonathan Clark

Suzie Katz

in memory of Alan B. Snyder, the food bank
program’s first backer

Donald and Valerie Persky

in honor of Louis Persky’s Bar Mitzvah

William and Stephanie Scott

in memory of Victims of the Pittsburgh
murders

William and Stephanie Scott

in honor of Ever Ariyeh Estoque’s birthday

William and Stephanie Scott
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Gustav “Gus” Ernst

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
William S. Corvin & Charlotte Kleinhaupt
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DONORS

(CONT’D)

Thank you to all of our donors. The following gifts were received from November 1, 2018 — January 31, 2019.
EMANU-EL LIFE-CYCLE FUND —
enables all congregants to celebrate
significant milestones, regardless of
economic circumstances
Anonymous (1)
Susan Cole and Alan Ovson

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Lillian Cole

Noah Drake and Jessie Strauss Drake
in honor of Lou Drake’s Brit Milah

Susan Friedman and Michelle Jean
in honor of Ian Friedman’s Bar Mitzvah

Leslie Friedman and Jonathan Clark

in observance of the Yahrzeit of Ida Seidel
Friedman

Susan Kitchell

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Goldie Kitchell

Susan Kitchell

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Dora Kitchell

Jessica Paul

in celebration of Gunda Trepp’s Birthday!

Gabriel Petlin

Marley Kornreich and
Alexander Fridman
Robert Kostow and Dara Friedman
Matthew and Anna Kovinsky
Terry Kraus
in honor of Nika Greenberg

Terry Kraus

in honor of Frances’ Master’s Degree —
Fabulous!

Arik and Rachel Luck
Jonas Marson and Phuc Lu
Victor and Alla Mezhvinsky
David Nelson and Inna Gartsman
Jill Nisson and Herk Confer
Gabrielle Ohayon and Lev Kushner
Mark and Alison Pincus
Maxine and Justin Raphael
Sara and Aaron Rich
Jeffrey Rosenfeld and
Andrew Snavely
Jennifer Saslaw and Max Simkoff

in honor of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

in observance of Florence Berman’s Yahrzeit

Brian Poger and Silvia Cheskes

Ian and Laura Sherr
Melanie and Jeremy Solomon
Aaron Steiberger
Rebecca and Eric Stone
Mark and Chloe Sugarman
Steven and Caryn Wechsler
Jordan Zamir and Chelsea Wood

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Manuel Cheskes

Kenly and Michael Shankman
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Alec Lambie

David and Malina Wiesen
EMANU-EL PRESCHOOL FUND —
provides scholarships and support for
our Preschool
Amy and Harish Abbott
Hallie Albert and Sebastian Bendezu
Aleksander and Mariane Bekker (2)
Adam Berman and Alex Scotta
Adam and Erin Bernstein
Jeffrey Bornstein
in loving memory of Veronica Sanchez

Nersi and Eileen Boussina
Diane and Brian Campbell
Lian Chang and Drew Harry
Mark Erman and Monique Soltani
in memory of Ruth Erman

Ariana and Marc Estoque
Lindsey and Akiva Felt
Kevin Frisch
Meredith Goldsmith
Judith Hellman
Sarah Hymowitz
Sheri Kahn
Krishna and Kaliki Kantheti
Alanna Klein and Gregory Robin
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LUDWIG ALTERMAN MUSIC FUND
— provides for music programs and
maintenance work on the Temple’s
organs
Judith Kneeter and Edward Zerin

in honor of Donny Friend, Gunda Trepp, and
Lani Zinn

ONEG SHABBAT AND KIDDISH
SPONSORSHIP FUND — provides
for the weekly Shabbat Oneg,
Kiddush, and other congregational
receptions
Anonymous (1)
Michael and Janice Drake

in honor of Lou Martin Drake’s baby naming

Amy and Martin Felsenthal
Richard and Nanette Freedland

in honor of Melanie and Matt’s wedding

Susan Friedman and Michelle Jean
in honor of Ian Friedman’s Bar Mitzvah

Ariella Hyman and Dean Schillinger
in honor of Nahum Yoel and
Nahum Pinchuk

Zeeva Kardos

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Zvi Harry Zaretsky

Judi Leff and Kevin Brown

in appreciation of Rabbi Stephen Pearce
and Laurie Pearce

Deborah Mann

in memory of Dr. Maurice Mann

Deborah Mann

in memory of Betty M. Mann &
Morris H. Melnick

Gabriel Petlin (2)

in honor of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

Steve Sherr and Karen Hall

in honor of Chloe Rose Hall-Sherr’s
Bat Mitzvah

Stuart and Anita Tanenberg

in observance of Lillian Fenig’s Yahrzeit

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND —
used for charitable giving at the
Rabbis’ discretion
Anonymous (2)
Jeffrey Bornstein

in loving memory of Veronica Sanchez

Stacy and Rick Byrne

in memory of Jill Schafter

Sally Kaufmann Cowan

in memory of Robert F. Cowan

Bernard and Ruth DeHovitz

in appreciation of Rabbi Jonathan Singer

Joan Dinner

in memory of Ann Eliaser

Valerie Crane Dorfman

in memory of Paul Crane Dorfman and in
gratitude for Rabbi Beth, Rabbi Pearce,
and Cantor Barak

Howard and Gloria Drew

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Beatriz Narvaez

Susan Friedman and Michelle Jean
in honor of Ian Friedman’s Bar Mitzvah

Allan Friedman

in honor of Rabbi Mintz for celebrating
Noa, Nathan, Elie, and Emma in their
Quadmitzvah

Stuart Gasner and Kate Ditzler

in memory of Beverly Benenson Gasner

William and Melanie Grossman

in honor of Rabbi Beth’s inspiring sermons
and all of the good work that she does

Ellen Holderman

in honor of Rabbi Bauer

Sarah Hymowitz
Daniel Kahn

in memory of Jeanette Werboff

Alex Levinson and Kim Muth

in appreciation of Rabbi Bauer and
Ariana Estoque

Ila Lewis

in honor of Rabbi Sydney Mintz

Thank you to all of our donors. The following gifts were received from November 1, 2018 — January 31, 2019.
Lawrence and Marcia Lusk

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Ruth Rosenbluth Lusk and
George Bernard Lusk

Steven and Linda Merksamer

in honor of Rabbi Carla Fenves officiating
at Alissa Merksamer and Robert Kaufman’s
wedding

Michael Nagel and
Rochelle Barlas Nagel

in appreciation of Rabbi Pearce leading the
October 28th Torah teaching discussion

Mark Nagel and Debra Charlesworth
Donald and Valerie Persky
in honor of Louis Persky’s Bar Mitzvah

Gabriel Petlin

in honor of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

Patric and Mary Powell
in memory of Ann Eliaser

Corey and Kathy Raffel
Sonia Melnikova-Raich and
David Raich

Steve Sherr and Karen Hall

Maria Diamond

Marshall Small

Steven Golubchik
Raquel Newman
Laura Salzman

in honor of Chloe Rose Hall-Sherr’s
Bat Mitzvah
in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Mary Rogoll Small

Rachel Teisch

in celebration of Kian Petlin’s Bar Mitzvah

Holli Thier

in honor of Benjamin Thier’s Bar Mitzvah

Albert Villa (3)
Herbert Weiner

Roni Silverberg

Robert and Susan Wolfe

Steven and Emma White

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Morton Wolfe

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Ida Sax Rudner

Mary Shahbazian

in honor of Damani Elijah Chadly

OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS

in memory of Marvin Zinn

Anonymous (1)
Lance Bayer

in memory of Robert Cowan

for professional choir members at the
November 9 Shabbat Service

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Itzak Zisman

Alan and Susie Greinetz

YOUTH EDUCATION FUND —
supports special programming and
materials for the Youth and Family
Education Program
Michael Burwen and
Sherry Scherotter-Burwen
Susan Cole and Alan Ovson

in celebration of Zach Gordon’s
Bar Mitzvah
in memory of Laura Pino by her
Torah study group

Paul Zarefsky

Naftali and Schirley Zisman

Richard Sax

in observance of the Yahrzeits of
Bernard Mendel Shelan and
Juaquin Arturo Boadella
in honor of Nathan Friedman and
Elie Friedman’s Bar and Bat Mitzvahs

in celebration of Brit Milah of Leo Weiss by
Rabbi Fenves

David Rosenzweig

in honor of Rabbi Mintz for guidance
through a dark time

Ronald and Lillian Shelan

Sheldon and Ginny Weiss

Paul Zarefsky

Susan L Rothstein and John Koeppel

in memory of Julius Salzman

Roni Silverberg

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
William Max Weiner

in observance of the Yahrzeit of
Abraham Raich
in honor of Rabbi Fenves

in memory of Fanny Alperovich and
Ora Waisman-Diamond

for the Israel Action Committee

Horace W. Goldsmith
Foundation

for the Youth Education Fund

Sarah Hymowitz

for the Israel Action Committee

in celebration of Gunda Trepp’s Birthday!

Donate Online!
Making a contribution to Emanu-El is a meaningful way to honor friends
and family while supporting the synagogue. Please visit our website
(www.emanuelsf.org/support-us/), select “Donate Now or Annual
Giving,” and follow the steps to make a gift. You will receive an electronic
confirmation, followed by an acknowledgment letter in the mail. If you
need assistance, contact Talia Rothman in the Development Office at
trothman@emanuelsf.org or (415) 750-7554.

Appreciated Stock Gifts
Did you know that you could make charitable gifts — including your
Emanu-El Membership Dues and Impact Fund gifts — by donating your
appreciated stock? This is a great way to avoid capital gains taxes while
supporting the Congregation.

Corporate Matching
Many Bay Area companies will match
your gift dollar-for-dollar. Please
contact your company’s matching gifts
coordinator to obtain a matching gift
form and determine whether your gift to
Congregation Emanu-El can be matched.
Thank you to the following companies for
matching our member’s donations:
1. Apple
2. Clorox
3. Google
4. BlackRock
5. Deloitte & Touche
6. SalesForce
7. Visa
8. Gap, Inc.
9. Pacific Gas & Electric Co.
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LIFE-CYCLES
Mazel Tov to Our Members
Who Have Experienced Joy

Congratulations to Our Members on
Their Achievements

Courtney and Elliott Feldman on the birth of their son,
Heath Daniel Feldman

Barbara Shragge on her new position as Senior
Philanthropy Advisor at Jewish Community Federation of
San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin and Sonoma Counties.

Rachel Sam and William Rubenstein on the birth of their
daughter, Lucie Rubenstein
Dana and Gary Shapiro on the marriage of their grandson
Evan Mulvaney to Lucia Wyss
Serena and Harris Ziskroit on the birth of their son, Lucas
Cedric William Ziskroit

Condolences to Our Members
Who Have Suffered Recent Losses
Betsy Blumenthal (Jonathan Root) on the death of her
father, and Max and Arthur Root on the death of their
grandfather, Sam Blumenthal
Marty Schenker (Sue Diamond) on the death of his aunt,
Mady Dukler
Rachel Kay (Jim Brennan) on the death of her mother,
and Miles and Naomi Brennan on the death of their
grandmother, Rena Kay
Elliott Sherr (Linda Rubinstein) and Steve Sherr (Karen
Hall) on the death of their mother, and Caroline and Chloe
Hall-Sherr and Rachel, David and Jessica Sherr on the
death of their grandmother, Karen Sherr
Nancy Goldberg (Alex Rynecki) on the death of her
daughter, Lori Joan Barker
Lawrence Werboff (Caroline) on the death of his mother,
and Sam and David Werboff on the death of their
grandmother, Jeanette Werboff
Jim Weiss (Audra) on the death of his father, and
Ethan and Emily Weiss on the death of their grandfather,
Leonard Weiss

Shabana Siegel on her new position as Vice President of
Philanthropy for HealthRIGHT 360

Welcome New Members!
Athena Barefoot
Ms. Hannah Cummons
Ms. Sydney Krueger
Mrs. Anna Lucero
Mr. Jacob Rogers
Mrs. Victoria Rudolph
Mr. Alan Rudolph
Dr. Nicole Wolfe

Welcome Back Rejoined Members!
Talia Lazerwitz
Ms. Alyson Sinclair
Ms. Bethany Swartwood

Celebrating a
Shehecheyanu Moment?

C

ongregation Emanu-El is a partner in the
transitional moments of our members’ lives. Be

it a baby naming or brit milah, bar or bat mitzvah,
conversion or wedding ceremony, or a recovery from

Mark Levinson (Anette Faragliaon) on the death of his
mother, and Elizabeth Levinson on the death of her
grandmother, Mollye Levinson

illness, the Temple clergy and staff strive to ensure

Michael Schneider (Pam) on the death of his step-mother,
and David, Jeffrey and Matthew Schneider on the death of
their step-grandmother, Jacqueline Schneider

Life-Cycle Fund is a lovely way to mark a personal

Norman Gordon (Sandra) on the death of his mother, Rose
Rebecca Snyder Gordon
Sue Ann Schiff on the death of her mother, Blossom
Willens Levin
Heike Kaiser (Itay Levy) on the death of her grandmother
Friends and family of long-time member Beverly Buller
Natalya Vilikhina (Alexander Popovich) on the death of
her grandmother, and Katherine and Paul Popovich on the
death of their great-grandmother, Valentina Tsibulevskaya
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that each sacred “Shehecheyanu Moment” is deeply
fulfilling and personal. A donation to the Emanu-El
life-cycle experience, to honor friends or family
celebrating a happy milestone or in gratitude for the
services, the clergy provide during these profound
moments.
Please donate online at www.emanuelsf.org/
donate-now/ or call the Development office at
(415) 750-7554.

B’NEI MITZVAH
Katelyn Sicklick

Arielle Bransten

Bat Mitzvah: March 2 –
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Bat Mitzvah: March 16 –
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Parents: Leela de Souza Bransten
and Peter Bransten

Parents: Jennifer and
Jeremy Sicklick

Torah Portion: Vayakhel Shekalim

Torah Portion: Vayikra Zachor

Olivia Felson

Samuel Pasternak

Bat Mitzvah: March 9 –
Main Sanctuary

Bar Mitzvah: March 23 –
Main Sanctuary

Parents: Suzanne and
Elliott Felson

Parents: Karen Hindin and
Jeremy Pasternak

Torah Portion: Pekude

Torah Portion: Tzav

Davis Breitbard

Jude Swagel

Bat Mitzvah: March 9 –
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Bar Mitzvah: March 23 –
Martin Meyer Sanctuary

Parents: Stephanie and
Mark Breitbard

Parents: Mindy and Eric Swagel
Torah Portion: Tzav

Torah Portion: Pekude

Mia Sisitsky

Zoe Albukerk

Bat Mitzvah: March 30 –
Main Sanctuary

Bat Mitzvah: March 16 –
Main Sanctuary

Parents: Holly Hagens and
Todd Sisitsky

Parents: Tania and
Laurence Albukerk

Torah Portion: Shemini Parah

Torah Portion: Vayikra Zachor

Thank you to our Winter Interfaith Shelter Dinner Volunteers
We are grateful to the many congregants who helped serve more than 75 homeless men each night for eight nights:
Ron Abta
Rebecca Afergan
James Arnold
Toni Barba-Salan, Lead
Emily Barber
Sylvia Bargellini
Liz Bernard
Donna Bernstein
Elyse Blatt, Lead
Zoe Blatt
Shira Blatt
Mark Bloom
Isaac Bloom
Debbie Breisblatt
Guillemette
Brouillat-Spiegel
Lesley Bunim
Efrem Bycer
Diane Clark
Barrett Cohn
Michael Colvin
Dovid Coplon
Shelby David

Michael Edelstein, Lead
Gregor Ehrlich
Erica Einhorn
Calen Estoque
Ever Estoque
Lara Ettenson
Lisa Faulkner, Lead
Talia Feinberg
Lauren Fox
Joshua Ginsberg
Michelle Gooel, Lead
Traci Green
Stephen Hegedus
David Hershenson
Ron Hirson
Ann Jackson
Jordan Jaffe
David Jordan
Eileen Kahaner
Joel Kamisher
Joshua Karlin-Resnick
Rebecca Katz, Lead
Matthew Kaufman
Allyson Kaufman

Laura Kline
Josh Kline
Melissa
Koenigsberg, Lead
Lisa Krim
Brian Krim
Brandon Krim
Miles Krim
Naomi Krim
Gail Laghi
Tori Laghi-Starks
Stephanie Lauter
Jennifer Leibick
David Levine
Alexander Levine
Seth Linden
Alexander Litwin
Talia Loewenstein
Peter Logan
Jaclyn Luft
Lawrence Lusk
Marcia Lusk
Susan Mack
Simon Meyer

Iona Miller
Alisa Mosler, Lead
Judy Nadel
Mark Nagel
Ellen Nystrom
Beth Ohanneson
Andrew Oxfeld
Ben Portnoy
Frana Price
Timothy Quaintance
Anne Quaintance
Rebecca Reiner
Michael Rivo
Marc Rochman
Spencer Rosen
Devorah Rosner
Fred Salan
Daria Saraf
Bart Schachter
Eytan
Schillinger-Hyman
Micaela
Schillinger-Hyman
Rebecca Schwartz

Leo Shveyd
Gwen Sidley
Charles Siegel
Shabana Siegel, Lead
and Emanu-El liaison
with the San Francisco
Interfaith Council for
this project
Benjamin Spero
Dan Spier
Ilana Stern
Justin Taplin
Judy Tick
Benjamin Tulchin
Cynthia Vaughn
Howard Winer
Diane Winer
Elissa Winer
Anthony Witte
Rebeccah Yterdal
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Congregation Emanu-El
Two Lake Street
San Francisco, CA 94118
www.emanuelsf.org
We are a vibrant, sacred Jewish
text here
community that is dedicated to
advancing our members’ lifelong
involvement in Judaism through
worship, learning, good deeds,
and congregant to congregant
connections.

Beth Singer,
Richard and Rhoda Goldman, Senior Rabbi
Jonathan Singer,
Richard and Rhoda Goldman, Senior Rabbi
Sydney B. Mintz, Rabbi
Ryan Bauer, Rabbi
Carla Fenves, Rabbi
Jason Rodich, Rabbi
Marsha Attie, Cantor
Arik Luck, Ben and A. Jess Shenson, Cantor
Roslyn Barak, Senior Cantor Emerita
Stephen Pearce, PhD, Sr. Taube Emanu-El
Scholar and Rabbi Emeritus
Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, Emanu-El Scholar
David N. Goldman, Executive Director and
General Counsel
Terry Kraus, FTA, Director of
Membership Services
Elena Gary, Chief Financial Officer
Ariana Estoque, M.Ed, Director of
Adolescent and Adult Education
Lom Friedman, Director of Education
Flora Kupferman, Assistant Director of
Youth Education
Svetlana Leykin, Director of Facilities and
Special Events
Penny Mika, Director of Operations and
Office Administration
Julie Weinberg, Director of Development
Byron Gordon, ChronicleSF Manager
Members of the Board of Directors
Alan Greinetz, President
Joel Roos, Vice President
Paul Zarefsky, Vice President
Sasha Kovriga, Treasurer
Ellen Fleishhacker, Secretary
Nersi Boussina
Dale Boutiette
Sandi Bragar
Barrett Cohn
Stuart Corvin
Jill Einstein
Lara Ettenson
Donny Friend,
Past President

Rachel Melman
Paula Pretlow
Rita Semel
Jim Shapiro
Lisa Stern
Gunda Trepp
Noah Wintroub
Hilary Zarrow
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